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Before, During, & After School 

 
1. Be polite and respectful at all times 

2. Keep your hands and feet to yourself 

3. No running 

4. No swearing/use appropriate language  

5. No “wheels” on campus (except roller backpacks) 

6. Recycle/keep the campus “trash-free”/no littering 

7. No spitting or chewing gum on campus 

8. Stay within school boundaries 

9. Dress appropriately 

10. No cutting in lines 
 

 

CALENDAR 2009-2010 

CUPERTINO UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT  
 

August 20, 2009     Students Return to School (First quarter begins) 

September 7, 2009     Labor Day 

September 18, 2009     Staff Learning Day (No School) 

October 26, 2009     Staff Learning Day (No School) 

October 27, 2009     Second Quarter Begins 

November 11, 2009     Veterans Day 

November 25, 26, & 27, 2009    Thanksgiving Recess 

December 21, 2009 ï January 1, 2010   Winter Recess 

January 18, 2010     Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 19, 2010     Third Quarter Begins 

February 15 - 19, 2010     Mid-Year Recess 

March 15, 2010      Staff Learning Day (No School) 

March 29, 2010      Fourth Quarter Begins 

April 12 - 16, 2010     Spring Recess 

May 28, 2010      Staff Learning Day (No School) 

May 31, 2010      Memorial Day 

June 10, 2010      Last Day of School 
 

The mission of the Cupertino Union School District is to provide a child-centered environment that 

cultivates character, fosters academic excellence, and embraces diversity.  District families, 

community, and staff join as partners to develop creative, exemplary learners with the skills and 

enthusiasm to contribute to a constantly changing global society. 

 

This Planner belongs to: 

      Studentôs name: __________________________________________________________________ 

      Address:   __________________________________________________________________ 

      Phone number:   __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Front Cover:  Original design by Grace Ma, Class of 2010 | Back Cover: Original design by Ziqi Chen, Class of 2010 
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Bell Schedule 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

8:38 ï 3:00 
Period 0  7:45 ï  8:35 

Period 1  8:38 ï  9:30 

Period 2  9:33 ï 10:30 

Brunch 10:30 ï 10:50 

Period 3 10:50 ï 11:42 

Period 4 11:45 ï 12:37 

Lunch  12:37 ï  1:08 

Period 5  1:13 ï  2:05 

Period 6  2:08 ï  3:00 

Wednesday Bell Schedule 

9:48 ï 3:00 
Period 0  9:05 ï  9:45 

Period 1  9:48 ï 10:28 

Period 2 10:31 ï 11:18 

Brunch 11:18 ï 11:38 

Period 3 11:38 ï 12:18 

Period 4 12:21 ï  1:01 

Lunch   1:01 ï  1:32 

Period 5  1:37 ï  2:17 

Period 6  2:20 ï  3:00 
 

Because supervision is not available, students who start school first period are not allowed on campus until 8:30 

A.M. (MTThF) or 9:40 A.M. (Wednesday) and are required to wait at the front gate (near office) until the passing 

bell rings. Students arriving for zero period should not arrive before 7:30 A.M. (MTThF) or 8:50 (Wednesday). 

All students are required to exit the campus by 3:15 P.M., unless they have official business (Example: MPH, 

club meeting, detention, or school athletics). Since this is a neighborhood school, we encourage students to safely 

walk or ride their bikes to school to minimize traffic congestion. 
 

ATTENDANCE 
DELAYS: Students who are not in their seats and ready to work when the final bell rings are delayed.  
 

CONSEQUENCES FOR DELAYS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1
st
/2

nd
 Delay: Teacher warning to student; student should be made aware of consequences for a third delay 

3
rd

 Delay:   Classroom Behavior Report 

4
th

 Delay:   Classroom Behavior Report, Respect Grade is "N" 

  Meeting with Assistant Principal, Phone Call Home 

5
th

 Delay: Discipline Report, Respect Grade is "U", Meeting with Assistant Principal, Saturday School 

All delays beyond #5 result in Discipline Referrals for defiance and may be referred to the School 

Attendance Review Board (SARB).  Delays are erased at the end of each quarter.  
 

ABSENCES: All absences are classified as either excused or unexcused. Excused absences are those related to 

illness, injury, quarantine, funerals, or necessary visits to physicians, dentists, or optometrists. All other absences 

are legally defined as unexcused. Each day a student is absent, please call the Miller Absence Reporting Line at 

(408) 252-3755, ext. 6, before 9 A.M. This is a 24-hour telephone number. Please use the following format when 

calling in:  ñI am calling in with a (full-day/partial-day) absence for (FIRST and LAST NAME of student), the 

correct spelling is (spell name), he/she is in grade (6, 7, 8).  The date(s) of absence(s) is/are ( ).  The reason for 

the absence is (illness, medical, family emergency, or other). I am the studentôs (parent/guardian). I can be 

reached at (daytime phone number) if there are any questions regarding this absence.ò If a student arrives late or 

leaves early, for any reason, parents must bring the student to the office and sign the student in, or send a note 

with the student. Students who are absent excessively may be referred to the School Attendance Review Board. 

Students must attend the first day of school and the last day of school to be guaranteed a place at Miller.  Students 

who are absent for more than ten (10) consecutive days will be dropped from the roster of the school. The district 

policy for attendance is published in a district booklet that goes home at the start of school and is clearly outlined 

on the following web page; please check carefully if any unusual attendance is planned for your student: 
http://teacherweb.com/CA/MillerMiddleSchool/MillerMustang/HTMLPage4.stm 
 

HOMEWORK FOR ABSENTEES: Students are expected to make up all work missed during their absence. Students 

absent for one or two days should check their teachersô websites for assignments and/or see their teachers on the 

day of their return to school. Students absent for more than two days should request homework through the school 

office on the third day or later. Students who will be absent for five or more days for reasons other than excused 

absences are to see the office for an Independent Study Contract two weeks prior to leaving. 
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
 

Students are encouraged to participate in school activities such as assemblies, band trips, dances, field trips, 

reward activities and graduation. To be eligible students must maintain the necessary grades and exhibit good 

citizenship. Academic requirements may be different according to the activity. Students may not be allowed to 

participate for the following reasons: 

 

 suspension from school 

 disciplinary action by an administrator 

 two or more ñUôsò in Courtesy in a quarter 

 truancy 

 habitual tardiness 

 two or more discipline reports in a quarter.
 

Students who forfeit eligibility will be excluded from school activities for at least one quarter. A student may 

regain eligibility if behavior improves. 

 

STUDENT BODY CARDS: All students are members of the Miller School Student Body Association. Student body 

cards will be distributed after school pictures arrive. The card serves as identification and is required identification 

for school dances and library use. 

  

STUDENT COUNCIL: The student council is the student governing body of the school. The council consists of all 

student body officers and of representatives elected by homerooms. Alternate representatives are also elected by 

homerooms and will attend meetings in the absence of the regular representative. All council members are 

expected to attend meetings regularly. Student Body Officer positions are yearlong and include: President, Vice-

President, Treasurer, Secretary, Sergeant-at-Arms, Green Officers, and Social Chair. The other positions include 

sixth, seventh and eighth grade School Site Council representatives. Students are ineligible to run for office or 

may be removed from office if they receive a ñDò or an ñFò in a course or a ñUò in Courtesy-Respect. 

 

WEB: ñWhere Everybody Belongsò WEB is a service organization that helps build school community and spirit.  

Eighth grade students serve as WEB leaders and guide a group of sixth graders through orientation before school 

begins. They also provide activities throughout the school year and an end of the year picnic. WEB leaders serve 

as ushers and guides for school events and participate in service projects. In March, teachers nominate seventh 

graders as potential WEB leaders based on citizenship and leadership potential, or students may self-nominate. 

Candidates attend an informational meeting, submit an essay, participate in a group discussion with current WEB 

leaders, and sample WEB activities before the final 70 ï 75 leaders are selected. WEB leaders must be available 

to participate in the sixth grade orientation in August. 
 

DANCES & CORRALS: Seventh and eighth grade students may attend Miller dances. Students may not arrive 

more than a half hour after the dance begins nor leave early unless prior arrangements have been made with the 

assistant principal. Parents must provide transportation. Students picked up more than 15 minutes late will be 

ineligible for the next dance. Dances are only for Miller students, and all school rules for behavior and dress apply 

at dances. At least twice a year, the Student Council sponsors a Mustang Corral after school with a dance and 

activities. All students are invited to the Mustang Corral. 

 

PEER MEDIATION: Millerôs Peer Mediation Program is designed to empower students to resolve problems 
through communication. Peer Mediation will provide a confidential and safe space for students to seek resolution 

to difficulties that they may not feel comfortable sharing with adults. The support and guidance of the trained 

seventh, and eighth grade peer mediators will help students through challenges and, in the process, improve 

communication skills and the school climate. 
 

ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY: A student is eligible for after-school sports if, at the end of a quarter, he or she has 

earned a 2.0 or higher grade point average (G.P.A.) on a 4-point scale. Students earning less than a 2.0 G.P.A. will 

remain ineligible until the next report card period in which they earn a 2.0 G.P.A. or higher. Students who are 

unable to participate in physical education class for medical reasons may be ineligible to participate in after 

school sports. A student may also become ineligible due to administrative disciplinary action. 
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ACADEMICS 
 

REQUIRED COURSES: Language arts, math, social science, science, physical education, and one elective are 

required for students each year. In addition, 7th and 8th grade students may choose to take an additional elective 

class. 
 

HOMEWORK GUIDELINES: Homework is a valuable and important part of the instructional program at Miller. 

Typically, Miller students are assigned no more than two hours of homework per night. Advanced math classes 

require additional homework, as do some electives including band and foreign language. Other factors affecting 

the amount of time students spend on homework include the pace at which students work, the desire of students to 

extend their learning beyond the scope of assignments, and the scheduling of work on projects. The amount of 

homework in each class varies and is not necessarily indicative of the quality of the program.   
 

Our teachers have identified the following purposes for homework:  

 to review and reinforce learning 

 to process information and skills learned in the classroom 

 to prepare for classroom activities, including projects, tests, and quizzes 

 to develop personal and academic responsibility 

 to apply and integrate learning while deepening understanding through projects 
 

Student responsibilities regarding homework include: 

 to write down assignments and due dates immediately in planners 

 to ask questions and seek help if you do not understand the assignment 

 to complete work honestly and on time 

 to make a good effort. Let your teacher know ahead if you are having problems  

 to set up reasonable timelines to complete projects, and stick to them 
 

Teacher responsibilities regarding homework include:  

 to provide students an opportunity to record assignments in planners 

 to explain objective of the assignment and give clear directions 

 to assign work that, in their judgment, is relevant, necessary, and appropriate 

 to make sure students know how much the assignment counts 

 to coordinate with other teachers to avoid too many tests and major projects assigned at the same 

time as much as possible 

 to validate the importance of the work with written comments, discussion, or other feedback 
 

Parent responsibilities regarding homework include: 

 to provide an appropriate, quiet, and well-lit space to do homework 

 to monitor or supervise the environment, especially television, computer, and/or telephone use, to 

minimize distractions 

 to monitor or supervise the homework beyond, ñIs your homework done?ò 

 to communicate with teachers regarding student progress and difficulties 

 to check the teachersô websites and the studentôs planner 

 to allow and encourage students to be physically active 

 to not over-schedule your child and be sure he/she gets enough sleep 

 to allow the child to be an independent learner 
 

 

 CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: 
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HONOR ROLL: The honor roll system at Miller Middle School was established to recognize and encourage 

outstanding scholastic achievement. Students who achieve a grade point average of 3.50 to 4.0 earn Honor Roll 

status. Students who earn a 3.25 to 3.49 earn Honorable Mention recognition. Miller uses a 4-point scale with an 

"A" equal to 4 points, a "B" equal to 3 points, a "C" equal to 2 points, a "D" equal to 1 point, and an "F" equal to 0 

points. Students who receive an "F" and/or ñUnsatisfactoryò grade in ñWork Ethicò or in ñCourtesy-Respectò are 

ineligible for the honor roll or honorable mention. 
 

GRADUATION STANDARDS & POLICIES: Students must meet the academic standards in order to participate in 

the graduation stage ceremony.  

 

The Cupertino Union School District requires all students to pass all courses to graduate (this means academic 

courses, PE, and electives). Students are expected and encouraged to achieve to their highest potential.  A student 

who earns at least a D average in all classes may participate in the graduation ceremony. All middle schools use 

the following point scale: 

A = 5 points  B = 4 points  C = 3 points  D = 2 points  F = 0 points 

 

In order to graduate, students must receive a total of at least 8 points in all year long courses and at least 4 points 

in all semester long electives in the four quarters of a yearôs course work. Hereôs an example of how the policy 

works: John earned a ñFò in the first quarter in English, a ñDò in the second quarter, and a ñD-ñ in the third 

quarter.  So far, he has 4 points.  He must get at least a ñBò (4 points) the fourth quarter in order to graduate.   

 

Students are required to attend classes at least 85% of the school days from the first day of school or the date of 

enrollment (if the students arrived in the middle of the year). In the absence of extenuating circumstances, failure 

to meet this requirement will result in exclusion from the graduation ceremony. This 85% attendance means that 

students may not miss more than 27 days in the school year. Parents should note that there is no distinction made 

between excused or unexcused absences. If these two requirements are not met, the student will not be able to 

participate in the graduation ceremony. Please note that not participating in the graduation ceremony does not 

mean that the student will be retained. Cupertino Union School District has a separate promotion/retention policy 

(listed below). 

 

Graduation Dance/Party: 
In most cases, all students who meet the requirements to participate in graduation will be able to attend the 

party/dance following the ceremony. However, any student who has been suspended three or more times during 

the school year will be subject to review by the administration. Please note any serious discipline issue may result 

in exclusion from the graduation party and is at the administratorsô discretion. 
 

PROMOTION/RETENTION: Grades 6, 7, and 8 

Students in grades six, seven, and eight who do not meet the standards in two of the following categories will be 

designated as at risk of retention in reading, language arts, and/or mathematics: 

 

1. California Standards Test (CST): Below Basic or Far Below Basic categories in English/language arts or 

mathematics. 

2. Grade Points: A student must earn at least eight (8) points (quarter schools) or six (6) points (trimester 

schools) in each course by the end of the year to be promoted to the next grade.  The point value for each 

report card grade is based on the following scale: A=5 points, B=4 points, C=3 points, D=2 points, F= 0 point. 

Check out the Miller website which contains links to teachersô websites as well as school news.   
Go to: www.teacherweb.com/CA/MillerMiddl eSchool/MillerMustang  

Grades/Attendence: http:// https://cusd.gradebook.net/PINNACLE/PIV/Logon.aspx  
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3. Failed Courses: Students who fail three or more of the following courses during the academic year are 

ineligible to attend extended school year (summer school) and must repeat the grade: 

   Language Arts   Social Studies   Math    Science   Physical Education 
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GRADES 
 

PROGRESS REPORTS: Progress Reports are issued at the mid-point of each quarter to alert students and parents to 

potentially low grades. In general, only those students with grades below a C receive a progress report.  Progress 

Reports are mailed mid-quarter. See the monthly Mustang newsletter or Miller website for specific dates. 

 

REPORT CARDS: The report card is the one reporting device, which is used regularly for all students. Its major 

purpose is to inform the student and his/her parents of the studentôs progress in school. The letter system of 

grading is used in relation to achievement in the various subject areas. An ñAò indicates excellent achievement, 

ñBò above average, ñCò average, ñDò below average, and an ñFò indicates unsatisfactory achievement. A second 

grade is given in each subject for Work Ethic or effort put forth by the student: ñOô is outstanding, ñSò is 

satisfactory, ñNò is needs improvement, and ñUò indicates unsatisfactory- definitely capable of doing better work. 

The same ñOò,ñSò, ñNò and ñUò grades are used to indicate Courtesy-Respect, which includes: following 

classroom rules, acceptance of responsibility, sportsmanship, and respecting the rights of others. A temporary 

grade of ñIncompleteò is issued whenever a student needs time to make up work, following an extended absence 

near the end of a quarter. A permanent grade is issued 10 days after report cards are distributed. 
 

Report cards will be issued each quarter and will be mailed home. See the monthly Mustang newsletter or Miller 

Website (www.teacherweb.com/CA/MillerMiddleSchool/MillerMustang) for specific dates. 

 

PARENT INTERNET VIEWER (PIV): On Parent Internet Viewer you can see attendance (absences and delays), the 

current percent grade for each class, a list of graded assignments and scores for each class, past report cards and 

past progress reports. Use https://cusd.gradebook.net/Pinnacle/PIV/ and your family password to access PIV. 

You may also see our school website for further information about PIV. 

 

WEBSITES for Miller teachers who have them are hot-linked to the school website through the staff directory 

page. 
 

MILLER HEADING 
 

The Miller heading should be used on all written work in all classes. 

 

  

 

 

                     Class Period                                                                                          Name 

                     Subject/Teacher                                                                                     Date 

 

Title 

 

                     Contents start here: 
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MILLER HONOR CODE 
 

Miller Middle School has a strong academic and moral reputation.  It is the student's responsibility to uphold this 

reputation by being honest at all times. 
 

Cheating is: 
 

Obtaining information or material for the purpose of 

claiming credit or grades dishonestly. 
 

Examples of this type of cheating are: 
 

 Obtaining oral or written answers from other 

students unless permitted by the teacher 

 Obtaining answers from other sources such as 

cheat sheets, class notes, books, notes on desk, 

translation software, etc., unless permitted by 

teacher 

 Filling in answers when the teacher is going 

over the answers with the class - unless the 

teacher has asked that it be done 

 Obtaining test questions or answers from 

students who have already taken the test 

 Copying homework or receiving answers over 

the telephone 

 Copying or handing in someone elseôs work as 
oneôs own (plagiarism) 

 Claiming credit for work not actually done 

 

 

Giving information or material for the purpose of 

helping another student claim credit or claim grades 

dishonestly. 
 

Examples of this type of cheating are: 

 

 Allowing someone to look at oneôs answers 
during a test or giving the answers in any other 

way 

 Filling in answers on a classmate's paper while 

you are correcting it 

 Giving test questions or answers to students who 

haven't yet had the test 

 Allowing a student to copy oneôs homework or 
giving answers over the telephone 

 Allowing others to copy oneôs work or reports 

 Helping another student claim credit for class 

work that he or she has not read or done 

 

 

 

Help outside the classroom: Students will not take unfair advantage of parents, of friends, or of classmates by asking 

them for help in obtaining a grade dishonestly. 
 

Consequences: "F" grade on that particular assignment and "U" in citizenship for that particular quarter.  Parent(s) 

will be contacted. 
 

If you are in doubt about any of the above, check with your teacher. 
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DISCIPLINE 
 

Miller students are expected to behave and conduct themselves in a manner that enhances the normal educational 

process as they continue to grow in maturity and responsibility. Students need to assume an active role in their 

educational program in order to make it a meaningful experience. Students are expected to (1) exercise self-

control; (2) recognize and respect the rights of others; (3) respect school property and the property of others; (4) 

learn and demonstrate appropriate social behavior; and (5) follow each teacher's classroom standards. 
 

Each teacher at Miller has developed a set of standards for his/her classroom so that every student has the 

opportunity to learn in a safe and orderly environment. Since different subjects allow for different behavior (e.g. 

PE, lab, lecture), each teacher is free to set his/her own classroom standards. Classroom standards are developed 

with and communicated to the students and parents during the first week of school and are posted in the classroom 

throughout the school year. 
 

Teachers use Classroom Behavior Reports (CBRs) and phone calls to communicate with parents if problems 

occur. If a problem is chronic or very serious, students will receive a Discipline Report (DR) and speak to the 

assistant principal. Parents are frequently contacted by phone or by mail for support and assistance in dealing with 

the problem. Students who receive two or more Discipline Reports or receive more than 2 "Uôs," may lose the 

privilege of participating in school activities. 

 

The following behaviors are unacceptable at Miller and students can expect serious disciplinary action should 

such behaviors occur before, during, or after regular school hours on school grounds. 

 

 

Defiance and/or Harassment 
 

1. Blatantly refusing to obey (defiance) will result in a Discipline Report to the assistant principal or principal, 

who will keep a record of the incident. Suspension may occur if warranted, or parent(s) may be asked to 

accompany the student to a conference. 
 

2. Failing to report to an assigned detention when given a 24-hour notice will result in a Discipline Report to the 

assistant principal or principal. The administrator will confer with the student and Saturday School may be 

assigned. 
 

3. Harassing, threatening, or demonstrating rude behavior to any teacher, regular or substitute will result in a 

Discipline Report to the assistant principal or principal, who will keep a record of the incident. An 

administrator will notify parent(s) of the incident, and suspension may occur, depending on the severity of the 

offense. 

 

 

Harassment Policy 
 

Harassment is any act that is severe enough to create an intimidating educational environment or negatively affect 

a student's school adjustment. Such behavior includes Verbal and Visual Harassment which includes offensive 

posters, cards, cartoons, graffiti, drawing, objects, gestures, profanity, foul language, religious, racial, ethnic, and 

sexual slurs or innuendoes. Physical Harassment includes unwelcome or offensive touching or impeding or 

blocking movement. A student who feels he or she is being harassed should contact a teacher, the principal, or the 

assistant principal immediately. Harassment may result in suspension. 
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ZERO TOLERANCE 
 

The Education Code of California enumerates specific offenses serious enough to warrant suspension and/or the 

recommendation for expulsion. These (Zero Tolerance) offenses include: 
 

1. Causing, attempting to cause, or threatening to cause physical injury 

2. Possessing, selling or otherwise furnishing any firearm, knife, or other dangerous object unless, in the 

case of possession of any such object, the pupil has obtained written permission from a certificated school 

employee, which is approved by the principal or the principal's designee 

3. Unlawfully possessing, offering, arranging, or negotiating to sell any controlled substance, alcoholic 

beverage, or intoxicant of any kind, and/or selling, delivering, or otherwise furnishing a material 

represented to be a controlled substance to any person 

4. Committing or attempting to commit robbery or extortion 

5. Causing or attempting to cause damage to school property or private property 

 

Other offenses for which students may be suspended or expelled include: 
 

1.    Stealing or attempting to steal school property or private property 

2. Possessing or using tobacco or any product containing tobacco 

3. Committing an obscene act or engaging in habitual profanity or vulgarity 

4. Possessing, offering, arranging or negotiating the sale of any drug paraphernalia 

5. Disrupting school activities or otherwise willfully defying the valid authority of supervisors, teachers, 

administrators, or other school officials 

6. Knowingly receiving stolen school property or private property 

7. Committing sexual harassment 

8. Possessing an imitation firearm 

9. Causing, attempting to cause, threatening to cause, or participating in an act of hate violence 

10. Harassing, bullying, threatening, or extorting of peers will result in a teacher reprimand and a referral to 

the assistant principal.  A teacher-principal-parent conference may be called.  Suspension will occur if the 

above steps do not prove effective. 

 

CONSEQUENCES 
 

When students break a rule, they will be subject to various consequences. Certain consequences may be at the 

discretion of a Miller staff member.  This may include one or more of the following consequences: 

 

1. Conference with student 

2. Confiscation of item 

3. Trash Duty/Gum Duty 

4. Friday Lunchtime Reflection 

5. Classroom Behavior Report 

6. Parent Contact/Conference 

7. Discipline Report 

8. Suspension from class 

 

If the incident is more severe, a Discipline Report to the school administration will be made, and one or more of 

the following disciplinary consequences will result.  In cases like these, there may be degrees of severity, and the 

administrator will use his/her discretion in determining the consequences to be assigned. 

 

1. Conference with student 

2. Parent contact/conference 

3. Confiscation of item(s) 

4. Trash duty/Gum duty 

5. Friday Lunchtime Reflection 

6. After school detention 

7. Saturday school 

8. Removal from extracurricular activities 

(dances, assemblies, field trips, end of year activities, 

graduation) 

9. Suspension from 1 to 5 days 

10. Law Enforcement Contacted 

11. Recommendation for Expulsion 
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SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT & SAFETY 
 

APPROPRIATE DRESS and PERSONAL APPEARANCE: Students are to attend school or school functions dressed 

in a manner that is clean and not hazardous to their safety or to the safety of other students, or disruptive of the 

normal routine of school. The administration reserves the right to determine whether clothing is inappropriate for 

the school setting. 
 

Shoes are required at all times. Students must wear shirts at all times. Students are not allowed to wear garments 

where the torso or midriff is exposed, such as tube tops, short shirts, thin straps (less than 1ò), halters, or see-

through clothing. Undergarments should not show at any time. Pants should be worn at the waist and not sagging.  

Skirts need to be mid-thigh or longer. Shorts should be an appropriate length between mid-thigh and knee. Attire 

needs to remain appropriate even when students are seated. Wallet chains are not allowed because such chains 

can be potential weapons. Hats are not allowed in school assemblies and some classrooms. Clothing and materials 

such as backpacks may not contain any offensive or inappropriate messages or images or promote gang 

membership, drug or alcohol use.  
 

If students are dressed inappropriately, they will be referred to the office to correct the situation, which may 

include putting on PE clothes or calling their parents to bring them another outfit. Habitual offenses may result in 

assignment to Saturday School or in suspension (for defiance) for at least one school day. 

 

BIKES/SKATES/SCOOTERS/SKATEBOARDS: These wheeled items may be ridden to school as transportation. 

Bike riders should enter campus from the Rainbow Drive driveway entrance and immediately proceed to the bike 

cage to lock their bikes. All other items listed should be checked into the office upon arrival to school. Use of 

wheeled items in the hallways and surrounding walkways is prohibited at ALL times. Use of these items on 

campus will result in their confiscation and possible loss of school privileges, both of which will be determined by 

school administration. The first offense will result in confiscation of the item for a day. A second offense will 

result in a confiscation of the item for three days as well as a parent meeting. As of January 1, 1995, California 

State Law requires all bicycle riders to wear a safety-tested and legally accepted helmet. The police department 

may give citations to non-helmet riders.   
 

BOOK BAGS/BACKPACKS: Book bags/backpacks, and school textbooks placed in them, are the student's 

responsibility. Students who lose school textbooks or library books must pay the replacement cost of the lost 

materials. It is important that students keep track of their backpack at all times. Students should never leave their 

backpack unattended, as this may result in lost or stolen items.  
 

CELL PHONES and ELECTRONICS: Cell phones and electronic devices must be turned off at all times during the 

school day, including brunch and lunch, and must be kept in the studentôs purse or backpack at all times. If a 

violation of this rule occurs, the device must be surrendered to school officials until the end of the school day. 

Parent retrieval of the offending device is required. A repeat offense may result in disciplinary actions. This rule 

shall not apply to any student that requires an electronic device for essential health purposes. A licensed 

physician's determination is required for this exception to apply. 

 

COMPUTERS: Computer "hacking" is not acceptable and includes: tampering with hardware, such as computer 

processors, monitors, all peripheral equipment, cables, and connectors; tampering with software, such as installing 

or deleting applications, changing system configurations, and/or program settings, accessing, modifying or 

moving files without teacher permission and accessing prohibited Internet sites. All students must sign a Use 

Contract, which is sent home in the back-to-school packet in August, before they are allowed to use the Mac Lab. 

Please return the agreement sheet to your language arts teacher on the first day of school.  

 

DAMAGE TO PROPERTY: A minor offense is one that can be rectified by the student. A major offense is one that 

forces the school district to hire an outside vendor or to place a work order to remedy the damages. For major 

offenses, parents will be notified immediately, the offender will be responsible for reimbursement for damages, 

and suspension will take place. Damaging personal or school property may result in suspension.   

 
DRUG USE OR POSSESSION (including alcohol) WILL ALWAYS RESULT IN CONTACT WITH LAW 

ENFORCEMENT. Use or the possession of tobacco, alcohol, illicit drugs, matches, lighters, or other paraphernalia 
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is forbidden. Consequences of a first offense will be immediate notification of parents, suspension from school, 

and possible expulsion.    
 

FIGHTING: Fighting, on the way to and from school, or on school grounds, is a serious offense and can result in 

suspension. Minimally, parents will be notified and a discipline report will be issued. 
 

GUM, CANDY, FOOD: Gum and sunflower seeds in the shells are not allowed on campus. Unless there is a special 

event in class, food and drink are not allowed in the classrooms. Some teachers may allow students to have water. 

Check with your teachers. Food and gum infractions are handled by the classroom teacher on the first two 

occasions. The third infraction will result in a Discipline Report to the assistant principal for defiance.  Infractions 

are cumulative for the length of time the student is with a teacher - quarter, semester, or full school year. Food 

deliveries to the campus are not allowed unless brought by a parent to the office. If parents deliver food to school, 

it must be a single serving for their child only.  
  

HANDS OFF POLICY: An extremely important rule at Miller Middle School is for students to keep hands and feet 

to themselves at all times.  
 

LINE CUTTING & PANHANDLING: During brunch and lunch, cutting into line and/or handing money to 

someone in line is prohibited. Students who cut in line will receive a discipline report and will not be allowed to 

use the cafeteria for one week. Their parents will be contacted. Students who consistently ask other students for 

money or food at lunch and brunch are considered to be panhandling and will be subject to disciplinary action.  

Extreme forms of this behavior may be considered harassment. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR VALUABLES: With so many students on campus, it is important that you protect your 

valuables. Do not leave your backpack unattended, and lock up any important items in your PE locker during PE 

class. Students should not bring large amounts of money to school. Only items needed for school should be 

brought on campus. The school is not responsible for lost or stolen items. 
 

PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION: Students are asked to conduct themselves in a proper manner. Kissing, 

hugging, holding hands, and other displays of affection are not acceptable on campus.  
 

RESTROOMS AND DRINKING FOUNTAINS: Clean restrooms and drinking fountains are essential, and the 

students must cooperate to keep them neat and usable. There should be no congregating in the restrooms and, for 

obvious reasons; students must not eat snacks or lunches there. All trash should be placed in appropriate 

receptacles and not in the drinking fountains.  
 

TRUANCY: Parents will be notified when a student has missed a class or classes without an acceptable excuse. 

Students who cut class will be assigned to Saturday School and will not be eligible to attend the next school 

dance. Additional steps may be taken should the problem persist. 
 

UNAUTHORIZED SALES: Students may not sell candy or any other merchandise/services on campus without 

authorization from the school administration. 
 

HOW TO OBTAIN HELP 

If you are having difficulty with your schedule, class work or homework, ask to meet with your teacher or school 

counselor.  If you are unhappy or are in trouble, talk to the principal, assistant principal, one of the counselors, a 

teacher, or any other staff member you know. If you are sick or injured, seek the help of your teacher. If it is 

necessary for you to go home, request a pass to the office, and one of the secretaries will help you. If you have a 

misunderstanding with your teacher, ask for a time to talk privately with him/her, or ask a counselor, assistant 

principal, or the principal to help you. If you need to buy something for school and you cannot afford it, see the 

assistant principal or the principal. If you have a problem with your schedule or in your classes, go to the office 

and fill out a request form. A counselor will call you, as soon as possible, for a conference. 
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THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 
 

AFTER SCHOOL: Because supervision is not available, all students are required to exit the campus by 3:15 P.M., 

unless they have official business (for example: MPH, club meeting, detention, or school athletics). 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Announcements are read at the beginning of homeroom or advisory class each day and are 

posted around the campus and on the Miller website daily. 
 

ASSEMBLIES: Assemblies are scheduled at intervals throughout the school year. The assemblies are enjoyable 

experiences, and students learn a great deal from the programs presented. Students enter the auditorium with their 

teachers and are seated by their teachers. Standards for classroom behavior are observed. There is to be no talking 

during an assembly. Students who demonstrate inappropriate behavior will be asked to leave the assembly. Hats 

and hoods are not to be worn in the multi-purpose room or gym during assemblies. 
 

BIKE CAGE: The bike cage is provided for the convenience of students. The school is not responsible for loss or 

damage to bikes, whether locked or not. The bike cage is locked during regular school hours only. 
 

BOUNDARIES: Students are required to stay within all fenced areas during the school day. During brunch and 

lunch, students may use the field areas (behind locker rooms and the inside of the track) if they are actively 

participating in a ball game. When using the fields, students must stay within half the length of the track. 
 

CAFETERIA SERVICES: Students can buy their lunches or bring them to school. At brunch and/or lunch, students 

may purchase a la carte items, meal deals, food from the Garden Bar, snacks, milk, water, and juices. All students 

are assigned a ñpinò number to use in the speed lines. Students should pick up a blue envelope in the office or 

cafeteria and return the envelope to the cafeteria with a check inside.  The money will be added into the studentôs 

account.  Only the outside carts accept cash.  Please note: The cafeteria does not accept bills in $20 or higher 

denominations. No food is to be eaten in the library, gym, on the MP stage, or on the field. On rainy or cold days, 

the MP room and/or classrooms will be made available for eating in a comfortable space. Students are requested 

to place all refuse in the trashcans and recycle appropriate materials.  
 

CLOSED CAMPUS: All adult visitors to the campus are required to check in with the office secretary to pick up a 

Visitorôs Pass before visiting anyone on the campus. Parents who wish to confer with teachers are requested to 

call the office for an appointment. Students from other schools are not allowed on campus during the day. No 

student visitors are allowed at the dance/activity nights. 
 

COMMUNICATION: At Miller, we believe that communication between school and home is a vital tool. Most 

concerns and misunderstandings can be taken care of with a simple telephone call or email communication. When 

in doubt, call or email. Since teachers see many students throughout the day, it is important for parents to contact 

the teacher(s) instead of waiting for the teacher to call them. Parents may email the teacher or call the office and 

leave a message for the teacher. A counselor or administrator may also be able to answer parent questions.  

School personnel can be contacted by email as follows:  LastName_FirstName@cupertino.k12.ca.us. 
 

EMERGENCIES: Should a major emergency occur during school hours, Miller has a well-coordinated plan for 

assuring the safety of all students. School personnel and/or safety officers care for students until it is safe and/or 

possible to release them to their families. To pick up their sons or daughters, parents must go to the Student 

Release location as shown on the map on page 19. 
 

ENROLLMENT/HEALTH CARDS: It is extremely important to the welfare of students that each one has a 

registration card on file in the office. If there are changes during the year, please alert the office. These include 

change of address, telephone number(s), serious medical problem, change of physician, employment, and/or 

emergency contact persons. Students can be released only to those authorized on the registration card. 
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GOLDEN HOOFPRINT AWARD: This program provides recognition to the many outstanding students who attend 

Miller. Once a month each teacher may select one student for the award. The criteria used to nominate a student 

include qualities such as being supportive to other students; having a positive attitude toward school, students and 

staff; displaying outstanding citizenship, and maintaining good attendance. Selected students receive a Head of 

the Line Pass for the cafeteria for one week and have the opportunity to read the Words of Wisdom during 

announcements. 
 

LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER: The school media center is open for students to use during regular school hours, 

including brunch, lunch and after school. Miller students may also use the San Jose Public Library and the 

Calabazas Branch, which is located just a few blocks west of Miller on Blaney Avenue. 

 

MAGAZINE DRIVE: All student body and some PTA activities are financed by funds raised in the annual 

magazine drive. Student participation is entirely voluntary. The PTA has arranged for parents to help with the 

details of the drive. The magazine drive is held in September and runs for two weeks. 
 

MCEF: Miller Community Education Foundation (MCEF) is an approved 501c(3) public charity founded in 2005 

to fund systemic instructional improvements such as analyzing student work to guide instruction, reducing class 

size, and undertaking other educational improvement projects which have considerable expenditures. The main 

sources of income are direct donations from parents (suggested donation $225), matching donations from 

employers, and equipment donations from corporations. 
 

MPH (MILLER POWER HOUR): Students have the opportunity for quiet study and tutoring after school Monday 

through Thursday from 3 P.M. to 4 P.M. in the Media Center. The program begins the second week of school.  

Contact the counselor for more information. 
 

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY: The National Junior Honor Society promotes and recognizes Scholarship, 

Citizenship, Leadership, Character and Service. Invitation to participate in the National Junior Honor Society 

requires a 3.5 grade point average in seventh grade for two successive quarters. The steps that lead to induction 

into the National Junior Honor Society at the end of 8th grade include: (1) attain Honor Roll status every quarter 

during seventh and eighth grade, (2) complete ten hours of community service. Final selection will be based on 

the contents of the application, completed service plan, and demonstrated scholarship, citizenship, and leadership; 

membership will be determined by the Faculty Committee. 
 

NEWSLETTER: The Miller Mustang is produced on the first of the month. It contains important information 

about the school and district. The newsletter is also available on our school website.  Notification to parents via 

the email group is sent once the newsletter is posted. 
 

OFFICE USE: The school office is a place of business. Students should feel free to come to the office whenever 

there is a need to do so. However, due to the size of the outer office and the work that must be done, students are 

not to accompany friends to the office. The smooth operation of the office requires that students transact their 

business quietly and quickly. Students coming to the office during class must have a pass. 
 

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION (PTA): The Miller School PTA works closely with the school staff and student 

body.  Many of the schoolôs activities are possible only because of the assistance and support of the PTA. All 

Miller parents are encouraged to attend and participate in the PTA meetings and activities. 
 

REWARD DAY: Students who have maintained good grades and have demonstrated good citizenship throughout 

the year will be eligible to attend the Reward Day in June. Students, who receive three or more Discipline Reports 

or more than three "Uôsò throughout the year, lose the privilege of participating in this activity. Any students who 

are in danger of failing a class, according to the May Progress Report and their grades two weeks prior to the 

event, may not be eligible to attend.  Participation is at the discretion of the administration. 

 

SCHEDULE CHANGES: Schedules are carefully prepared according to educational needs and elective requests. No 

schedule change will be considered unless there is a sound educational reason. Schedule changes are only 

considered during the drop/add period.  Parent permission is required before changes are made. Any question 

regarding student schedules should be directed to the counselors. 
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SATURDAY SCHOOL: Saturday School is a district-sponsored consequence that is assigned to students who have 

had discipline issues, excessive delays, or been truant. It is held once a month at one of the middle school 

campuses. Students attend from 8:00 to 11:00 A.M. They must be dropped off and picked up by their parent or 

guardian. Students are to take school materials to study. Students who are assigned Saturday School and do not 

attend, or are removed for disciplinary reasons, are then ineligible for school activities until they have made up 

Saturday School. 
 

SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL (SSC): The Miller School Site Council is composed of students, parents, and school 

staff. This elected group is instrumental in developing our school site plan and monitoring its goals and 

objectives. Regular meetings will be announced. All are invited to attend. 
 

SPECIAL AWARDS FOR EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS: Each year in June the teachers and parents join together to 

honor those eighth grade students selected as outstanding in their departments (language arts, history, math, PE, 

art, music, science, and electives). At this event, the schoolôs highest awards, the Faculty Recognition, the Andy 

Garrido, the Platinum Hoofprint, and the PTA awards are presented.  
 

TELEPHONE: Use of the office telephone by students should be restricted to emergencies and students should 

obtain permission from the office staff before using the office phone. 
 

TEXTBOOKS: Students are responsible for all textbooks issued to or used by them. Books must be covered at all 

times. The studentôs name and the teacherôs name should be written with ink in the space provided. Lost or 

damaged books must be paid for by the student to whom the book was issued. 
 

TRANSFERRING: Students who are leaving Miller to attend school in another district should notify the office no 

later than two days prior to the last day of attendance. After having turned in all materials and books, the student 

will be issued a transfer. School records are forwarded at the request of the new school. 
 

TRASH DUTY: Trash duty is a disciplinary consequence that can be assigned by any Miller staff member.  

Students must complete the trash duty by the assigned due date. Students need to report to an administrator to be 

assigned an area to pick up trash. Students must return a signed trash duty slip back to the teacher who assigned it. 
 

YOSEMITE:  Eighth grade students who have maintained good grades and have demonstrated good citizenship 

and work habits will be eligible to attend Yosemite Science Camp during the last week of March. Students should 

not have earned Dôs, Fôs or Uôs in any class for any quarter. Additionally, students should not have more than 4 

Nôs for the first, second and third quarters combined. Grade checks will be conducted at the end of first and 

second quarters and at the progress report time for third quarter. At any time a student may be removed from the 

trip by administration for disciplinary reasons. It is the responsibility of each student to maintain his/her 

eligibility. 

 

 

 Spelling Lists 
 

Students at Miller Middle School should be able to spell high frequency and commonly misspelled words at each 

grade level.  In order to support students in this goal, teachers have generated a list of 100 words per grade level.  

By holding students accountable in all subject areas for their spelling skills, students will realize the importance 

all teachers place on clear communication. 

 

 Students will see the words posted visibly in every classroom 

 Students will master each grade level list by the end of that school year 

 Seventh and eighth grade students will be held accountable for words covered in previous grades 
 Students will understand that incorrect spellings of these words can negatively affect a studentôs grade in 

any class 
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 SPELLING LIST 

 
 

a lot  environment  loose   science 

affect  erosion  lose  social 

all of a sudden  especially    system 

all right  experiment  made    

already    maid   temperature 

amount   farther   mail   than 

ancient  flour   male   their 

archaeology  flower   Mediterranean  theme 

  fossil  moisture  then 

because  further    theory 

board     no  there 

bored   geology  now  they're 

    number   to 

choose  hear  numerator  too 

chose  here      

civilization  hole   of  waist  

climate  hypothesis   off  waste 

clothes      weak  

cloths  interrupt  patient  Wednesday 

community  irrigation  peace   week  

continent  its  piece   weird 

criticize  it's  polytheism  which  

    population  whole 

definitely  know  prairie  witch 

difference    principal   would have 

  later   principle   written 

ecology  latter      

ecosystem  lead  receive  your 

effect  lean  ruin  you're 

energy  led     
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 SPELLING LIST 

 
 

absent  deceive  maintenance  receipt 

accompany  describe  medieval  recognize 

agriculture  dessert  mileage  renaissance 

analyze  dictionary  miscellaneous  restaurant 

announce  disappear  missionary  revenue 

apiece  disease  mosque   
architecture  dissect  musician  schism 

aristocrat      scientist 

available  electricity  necessary  scissors 

  envelope  negotiate  solution 

believe  establish  neighbor  souvenir 

beginning  excess  niece  steppe 

biscuit  exercise    success 

bouquet  exhibition  occurred  succession 

bureaucracy       

  February  parallelogram  terrible 

caffeine  foreign  participant  thorough 

calendar  freight  patient  tithe 

calligraphy  fulfill  peculiar  tomorrow 

candidate    peninsula   
careful  generally  physician  university 

cashier    pilgrimage  usually 

casualty  hurriedly  playwright   
Chinese    pleasant  vacuum 

committee  jewelry  possess  vegetable 

conscious    probably  vehicle 

convince  leisure  procedure  violence 

council  library  protein   
courtesy  linguistics  province  wrath 

 

Seventh graders are also accountable for all the words on the sixth grade spelling list. 
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 SPELLING LIST 

 
 

abbreviation  crisis  intelligent  quote 

accidentally  critical  irrational   
accommodation  critique    received 

accuracy    latitude  recommend 

achieve  development  legitimate  representative 

acknowledge  diameter  literature  research 

alliteration  disappoint  longitude  resolution 

allusion      review 

annotate  embarrass  marriage  rhythm 

anticipate  erosion  measurement   
apologize  explanation  mineral  sentence 

argument    mischievous  separate 

association  figurative    simile 

atmosphere  focus  narrative  substantiation 

attendance  fortunately  neutral  succulent 

    nuisance  summary 

behavior  governor     
buoyancy  grammar  opportunity  temporary 

    organization  telescope 

chaos  hazardous    thesis 

character  height  paragraph   
collision  horizontal  persuasive  universe 

comparative    poetry  until 

complement  imaginary  practically   
completely  immediately  precipitation  vertical 

compliment  independence  preliminary  visualize 

congratulate  independent  probability  volume 

constitution  indifferent  protagonist   
continuous  indigenous  pronunciation  weight 

contraction  inference  punctuation   
 

Eighth graders are also accountable for all the words on the sixth grade and seventh grade spelling lists. 
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Miller Disaster Drill Placement Map 
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