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MISSION SAN JOSE HIBH SCHOOL students Carla Sum and Todd Hessar bow to greet one another
during a Japanese 1 class at the Fremont school. Teacher Mariko Okamura (top) leads the class

Shelve German, students want Japanese

By Grace Rauh

STAFF WRITER
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Four Fremont high schools,
one junior high and one elemen-
tary school offer Mandarin, and
Mission San Jose High School
added Japanese | 1o its course
lineup last fall.

Japanese 2 is scheduled (o
debut there in the fall.

1 economic
apan is re-
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In a sign thal Americans are
shifting (helr altention from Eu-
rope to the Pacilic Rim., Astan
IJIIh:n.iL:x' eourses ane becoming i
stundard oller local schools

And In Fremont — where
nearly 40 percent of residents are
Aslan — Mandarin and Japanese
COUESES are cropping up fastel

“There are economie pres-
sures. There are societal pres-
sures (o do i1 sald Kathy
Kochran, Mission San Jose High

while German lexthooks anbear

Chow.”

thuan you can say “Guag Ha

Please see LEARN, Local 2

Asian languages gain popularity with students

» I.EMIII, from Local 1

School's foreign language de-
partment chair

“Certainly, for us, It Is our
population, It seems perfectly
normal and appropriate o offer
these guages in addition ©
the others.”

About two-thirds of Mission's
student body is Asian

But as one new language Is
added o the course catalogue
another will be dropped.

Washington High School. the
only Fremont school that offers
German, will end its program in
June.

“We just weren't having stu-
dents sign up Lo support it,”
sald Washington Principal Milt
Werner.

Phone calls to Washinglon
German teacher Yvonne Rey-
nolds were not returned.

"I think It's a terrible shame
that the schoals aren’t able to
offer that broad a spectrum ol
foreign languages.” said Pamela
Rosen, president of the German
School of Fremonl

“I firmly belteve that the more

languages vou can speak. the
MRTe Open v are (o the
world

Mission Japanese teacher
Mariko Okamura said she be-
lieves Chinese and Japanese
classes will open doors in the
business world for her students,
she satd. When she taught Japa-
nese at Ohlone College. many of
her students were englneers
hoping to work in Japan

The business and career op-

guishing over complicated char- Staft writer G
arters. But Okamura’s students
wisdst they are not in it for their
careers. They are just interested
in the language, they sald.

Ninth-grader Sterling Stovall
loves Japanese iechnology, and
Joy Wu, 14, wants to watch Jap-
anese animated movies, known
as anime.

“There are some that have
English translations,” said Wu.
who also speaks Mandarin. “But

portunitles the lang skills
offer may explain why parents
may wan! their children an-

CAR ACCIDE

FREE REPORT reveals what the insurance
companies don’t want you to know.
Was your car injured? You may be, too!

It may be weeks, months, even years, before you
experience pain, stiffness, headaches, even arthritis!
Don't settle your case until you read our free report.

FOR YOUR REPORT, CALL: 1-800-485-3004
Toll-Free 24-hr. recorded message
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