SEVENTH GRADE WORLD HISTORY                        MR. JENNETT
NORTHWEST AFRICA PROJECT
TRANS-SAHARAN TRAVEL GUIDE
To complete this project, students will demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of life in Northwest Africa during the Middle Ages and the rise and fall of kingdoms in West Africa.

Each student will create a “travel guide” depicting information gathered during our study of this unit.  Imagine that you are a fourteenth century African trader who has made the trans-Saharan journey many times.  You want to share your knowledge about the journey and about the place by creating a travel guide with information and tips to help the first time traveler survive the rigorous trip.
The requirements for your Travel Guide include, but are not limited to:
1. An introduction that explains why you have made the trans-Saharan journey so many times and why it is worth the trip. (Pgs. 119-121)
2. Information about the geography of North West Africa.  (Pgs. 112-115)
· Landscape

· Terrain

· Weather

· Etc.

3. Information about trans-Saharan trade. (Pgs.119-121, 133)
· Salt for Gold

· Modes of travel, needed supplies, clothing, etc.

4. A brief history of the Empires of West Africa.

· Ghana (Pgs. 130-135)
· Mali (Pgs. 136-141)
· Songhai (142-146)
Your travel guide should also have an interesting, catchy title and an illustration for each topic covered.  You should use a creative format that makes the Travel Guide easy to read and visually appealing.

Your Travel Guide is due at the end of our study of the Empires of Africa.  All of the lessons and activities included in this unit have been designed to help you to be successful on this project.  Use all of the items in your Interactive Notebook, The textbook (The page numbers have been given) and other resources to help.  You can use the internet to gather information, but simply printing information and gluing it in to your travel guide is not acceptable.
The Trans-Saharan Travel Guide Due
Friday, Oct. 24, 2008
TRANSAHARAN TRAVEL GUIDE

RUBRIC

Your travel guide will be graded on a scale of 1 to 4 based on the following criteria
4
A Strong Travel Guide

Knowledge of the African Empires is above expectation.   The travel guide includes all of the requirements and displays evidence on some outside research.  All grammar, punctuation and spelling are correct.  The work shows careful craftsmanship, pride of ownership and good effort.  The information is accurate and presented in a creative manner.
3
A Capable Travel Guide

Knowledge of the African Empires is adequate.  The travel guide includes all the required parts.  It displays research, but is limited in its historical and factual depth and accuracy.  Errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation are very limited.  It is complete and accurately done
2
A Developing Travel Guide

Knowledge of the Empires of Africa is adequate, but limited.  Required parts of the travel guide are missing.  It reflects little research.  Limited care and effort went into putting it together.
1
A Limited Travel Guide
Knowledge of the African Empires is very limited.  The poster reflects historical and factual inaccuracies.  Required parts of the poster are missing.  Use of proper grammar, punctuation and spelling is poor.  The quality of the work is poor and incomplete.  It appears to have been carelessly put together and rushed.
0
A Nonexistent Travel Guide

