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Chapter 1 
 

Comprehension Questions: 
 
Who is telling the story? 
 
 
What is the place, time, setting? 
 
 
 
 
Characters: 
 

Mr. Reed 
 

Mrs. Reed 
 

Tommy & Jimmy-little brothers 
 

Puss-14 yr. old 
 

Patty 
 

Eliza 
 

Milt & Bayless 
 
Where are they going and why? 
 
 
 
Describe the Palace Car. 
 
 
 
How would you feel if you were Patty?  Would you want to go?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 



Draw a Picture of Patty Reed’s Doll 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Draw a Picture of the setting (pg. 29) 
 
 



Chapter 3  
 

Comprehension Questions: 
 
 
What’s the “western fever” that Grandma has? (p.30) 
 
 
 
 
 
Why is the little doll glad she’s Patty’s “little country cousin?” 
 
 
 
 
 
What had Mrs. Donner been doing as they traveled? 
 
 
 
 
 
Why is Dolly lucky her face is made of wood? 
 



Draw a Picture of the Palace Car



Chapter 7  
 

Comprehension Questions: 
 
 
How would you describe Grandma? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you were on this trip, how would you feel about “pioneering” now?  Do you think 
the worst is behind them?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 8  
 

Math Questions: 
 
 
1.  If a wagon train covers 23 miles a day, how far will they go in 3 days?  5 days? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  If they make 30 miles a day, how far will they go in 3 days?  5 days? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Fort Laramie was built in 1834.  When Patty was there, how old was it?   



Chapter 10  
 

Comprehension Questions: 
 
 
 
 
What is the “continental divide”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They stopped along the Little Sandy River for a few days.  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapters 11 & 12  
 

Comprehension Questions: 
 
 
 
Tell at least 5 things they did at Fort Bridger.  Why were these important things 
to do? 
 
 
 
 
 
On pg. 91, Puss says, “I guess we’re finding out that there are things worse than 
Indians about pioneering.”  What does she mean? 
 
 
 
 
 
As they follow the trail, they find a note from Mr. Hastings.  What did he say?  
What do you think the Reed party should do?  Why? 



Chapter 14  
 

Comprehension Questions: 
 
 
Why did Mr. Reed leave the family in the desert? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What woke them up as they were huddled asleep on the desert?  What effect did 
it have on them? 


