
Greetings! 

 

We are off to a great start in our new school year! We wanted to let you know about two things 

that we will be focusing on this year. 

 

First of all, you probably know that we are implementing a new math program, entitled Every-

day Math. Teachers received training on this program during the professional days before stu-

dents came to school this year. The program was selected by a district curriculum committee 

that researched best practices and current research in school mathematics.  They then reviewed 

numerous programs, and Everyday Math was selected as the best program to meet our studentsô 

needs.  Everyday Mathematics focuses on real-life problem-solving, a balance between whole-

class and self-directed learning, communication of math thinking, school-family cooperation, 

and appropriate use of technology. Underlying the Everyday Math curriculum are six core 

strands of knowledge: Number and Numeration; Operations and Computation; Data and 

Chance; Measurement and Reference Frames; Geometry; and Patterns, Functions, and Algebra. 

At each grade level, learning targets are identified for each of the six strands. We are so excited 

about this new program! Feel free to visit the Everyday Math website if youôd like to learn 

more.  The address is: http://everydaymath.uchicago.edu/ 

 

Our second area of focus this year will be writing. Over the course of the year we will be exam-

ining our current writing practices and comparing them to research-based strategies that have 

been proven to be successful with all students.  We have lots of great ideas for how to improve 

student writing.  One that is featured this month in the newsletter is our Principalsô Writing 

Contest.  We hope lots of students will participate throughout the year! 

 

As always, we want you to know that we are available to answer any of your questions or listen 

to your input about how things are going for your child. We feel very fortunate to be part of 

such a wonderful learning community! 

 

Celia Dunham 

Principal 

cdunham@sssd.k12.co.us 

871-3496    

 

Michele Miller 

Principal 

mmiller@sssd.k12.co.us 

871-3496 
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C A L E N D A R  O F  

E V E N T S :  

Oct 2:  Student Council          

Elections  

Oct 13:  PTIC @ 11:30 in 

the back of the library  

Oct 14:  Storyteller Bon-

nie Phipps  

Oct 23:  End of Quarter  

Oct 30:  Pumpkin Light 

Theater ð Library  
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First Grade News 

Second Grade News 

Kindergarten News 
Greetings from the Kinder-

garten Team!  We have 

enjoyed getting to know the 

children. They are so much 

fun to work with and have 

so much enthusiasm!!! 

Wow! Have we been busy. 

It is hard to learn to sit and 

listen to the teacher and 

follow directions. There has 

been so much improvement. 

We will continue to work 

on listening skills and fol-

lowing directions through-

out this year. 

 

 The children have been 

assessed for reading skills 

and the children have been 

grouped during language 

arts so that their educational 

goals will be met. 

 

All the classes are enjoying 

movement and singing 

every day at 10:25.  You are 

welcome to visit in our kin-

dergarten den and rock out 

with the classes.  We are off 

to a great start!!!! 

even sprouting seeds we 

collected on socks as we 

pretended to be animals 

outside roaming through the 

bushes. Weôll be taking our 

first field trip to the Botanic 

Gardens on October 1st 

where Elaine Sturges from 

Yampatika will be helping 

us learn even more. 

Itôs amazing how quickly 

everyone has settled into 

Weôre off to a ñseedyò start 

in second grade, seedy as in 

plants! Our first official unit 

of study is about plants. We 

are learning about their 

parts and what they do, 

what they need to grow, and 

how they help us live better 

lives. Our classrooms are 

full of the plants we are 

growing  and other plant 

related experiments. Weôre 

the routines of second 

grade. We are thrilled with 

all the learning that is going 

on in all of our classrooms. 

What a great group of stu-

dents! 

ñwetlandsò to people, they 

envision a swampy, smelly 

place where the water is 

stagnant and mosquitoes 

flourish. Through this ex-

perience we will discover 

that all aquatic ecosystems 

are included in the classifi-

cation of ñwetlandsò. Dur-

ing our trip we will look at 

fish, insects, birds, and the 

habitat that makes up the 

wetlands. 

 

The second field trip is to 

Steamboat Lake.  There, we 

will study the exhibits at the 

visitorôs center, and we will 

walk around the area to 

discover why so many ani-

mals live there. We will 

learn why people came to 

settle in this area as well as 

animals. 

 

Once we are back home in 

our classrooms, we will 

compare and contrast the 

two biomes that are so close 

to where we live.  Science 

is so much fun! 

In our content area we are 

studying animals and their 

needs.  Everyone knows 

that the best learning is 

hands-on.....so in the next 

two weeks, we are ventur-

ing out on two fieldtrips!  

(Look out Magic 

Schoolbus!)  

 

Our first field trip is spon-

sored through Yampatika 

and the Division of Wild-

life.  We are going to Stage-

coach Reservoir to study 

wetlands.  You know, when 

you say the word 

S T R A W B E R R Y  P A R K  E L E M E N T A R Y  

 

PTIC 

Meeting 

 

Tuesday, 

Oct 13th  

 

In the 

Library 

Annex  

 



Student Drop-off and Pick-up 
 

Please use pick-up lanes only for student pick-up and drop-off and remember to 

remain in your vehicle.  If you must park and leave your vehicle, you are asked to 

park in the lower parking lot.   

Third Grade News 
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We canôt believe the first month 

of school has already passed us 

by. It has been a fun packed, 

busy one. We completed the 3rd 

grade Olympics, which included 

a bubble blowing contest, a lap 

sit, and the team relays. The 

teams showed great sportsman-

ship, and fun was had by all. 

 

After the Olympics, we started 

our study on water. Students 

learned the importance of water, 

how the water cycle works, and 

visited both the water treatment 

and wastewater treatment 

plants. Thank you to all the par-

ent volunteers who helped with 

the field trips. 

 

While we read all about water, 

we also started reading short 

stories and chapter books. Stu-

dents focused on story elements 

including characters, setting and 

plot. They have created charac-

ter webs and story maps and 

practiced using context clues 

with new vocabulary words.  

 
We are writing as much as pos-

sible as well. We reviewed sen-

tence structure and started writ-

ing paragraphs. Students have 

also completed the fall district 

writing assessment and are 

working their way through the 

writing process.  

 

Finally, in math, we have com-

pleted the first unit in our new 

math series. The unit reviewed 

many different skills like num-

ber sequences, equivalent num-

bers, finding differences, time, 

money and patterns. Students 

also explored the Student Refer-

ence Book and learned about 

math messages, home links, and 

their math journals.    

to organize data.  Students will 

also be demonstrating their 

ñnumber senseò or how well 

they understand the ways in 

which numbers work.  We ap-

preciate your continued support 

with the nightly math home-

work. 

 

We are currently working 

within the genre of realistic fic-

tion during literacy time.  Stu-

dents are working at reviewing 

and extending their comprehen-

sion skills, such as making con-

nections, visualizing, generating 

questions, and using context 

clues to help them understand 

new vocabulary.  Next up, we 

Greetings from fourth grade!  

We have had a great start to the 

new school year and have set-

tled into the routines of our 

school day.   

 

We are busy this month, digging 

into the topic of Geology.  Tec-

tonic plates, earthquakes, volca-

noes, caves, fossils and the 

unique geography of Colorado 

are some of the topics we are 

investigating.   

 

Students are wrapping up their 

first look into geometry during 

math.  Next, we are going to be 

looking at how numbers are 

used in the real world and how 

will be working with non-fiction 

and mysteries.   Please ask your 

student what book they have 

been reading with their reading 

group! 

 

Students write daily and have 

crafted some interest-

ing stories.  Keeping 

a journal at home is 

another way of ex-

tending and enriching 

the work we do in 

class.   
 

Thank you for your 

continued support of 

your student!   

Fourth Grade News 

FOR SECURITY 

PURPOSES 

All visitors must 

check-in at the 

office as soon as 

they enter the 

school building. 



Caption describing picture or 

graphic.  
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Fifth Grade News 

Montessori News 
Mrs. Stansbery and Miss 

Kutska are very excited 

about our new year in Mon-

tessori.  Our students are 

already showing great lead-

ership and caring virtues as 

we partake in reader bud-

dies together each week.  

We are constantly amazed 

by the kind words we hear 

between students. 

 

Lower Montessori is begin-

ning to settle in as students 

learn the routine and proce-

dures.  We have had many 

great reading groups, stu-

dents are learning how to 

use the writing process, and 

partaking in so many new 

lessons.  We are grateful for 

all the parent volunteers 

who come in to support us 

each day! 

 

Upper Montessori has had a 

busy beginning of the year.  

The new students to our 

classroom are learning the 

routines and procedures 

from the other students in 

the room. The children are 

focused and working very 

well independently.  In 

math we are concentrating 

on our math facts, as well 

as, other Montessori math 

materials.  

unit in our new math pro-

gram.  Although the pro-

gram has been a challenge 

for everyone, we are begin-

ning to settle into the rou-

tine of it, and its high ex-

pectations.  With each pass-

ing lesson, we find that 

there are many exciting 

activities and games that 

help with the learning. 

In social studies we are 

working on our geography 

unit while in science the 

classes are either working 

on our Levers and Pulleys 

unit or the Variables unit.  

Both units are filled with 

fun hands-on learning ac-

tivities.  

  

Keep an eye out for samples 

of our writing pieces.  Fifth 

grade work will be show-

cased in the October news-

letter. 

The beginning of fifth grade 

has been filled with excite-

ment and challenges.  The 

studentsô are enjoying 

switching classes and hav-

ing multiple teachers.  With 

that they are finding that 

they need to be more organ-

ized and responsible for 

their homework and materi-

als. 

 

We have finished our first 

S T R A W B E R R Y  P A R K  E L E M E N T A R Y  

Here is your chance to SHINE as a writer.  Submit your writing to the principals by the due date (in a box in the office), 

and youôll have a chance to win a prize.  The topics will be posted each month along with a due date.  A winner from 

each grade level will be chosen and the piece of writing will be posted on the Strawberry Park web page and in the of-

fice.  Our District Writing Assessment rubric will be used to score papers, including the grade level expectations for 

conventions. 

 

We canôt wait to read all of the amazing writing from our Strawberry Park Elementary writers!   

 

October topics (choose one): 

 

Describe your Halloween costume. 

 

Convince your teacher to take you on a special field trip of your choice.  Make sure to include reasons why the field trip 

would be beneficial to your class.  

 

Due Date:  Thursday, October 29th 
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September 15 ï October 30 
Students at SPE get ready to travel on the pages of a book!  
Check 1 triangle on your bookmark for everyday you read at home.  

Record the number of pages you read each day and add them up at the bottom. Return your bookmark and we will 

update your passport! The goal is to reach all 7 continents in 50 days. If you can locate where Mrs. Holland is from 

her postcards you can leap ahead on your passport map! Together SPE will try to read 24,900 pages together! 

Student Passports and Travel maps are kept in the library under their teacherôs name 

1. For every bookmark returned moves 7 squares (3-5th grade) or 10squares (K-2)  

 on the map and earns a ticket into the drawing for weekly prizes. 
 

  2. Every trivia question answered gives one free advance on your trip!  

 

3. Identifywhere Mrs. Holland has been by the picture on the website or postcard 

 sent for free transportation to hop  on, fly, sail, or ride by the luck of the ticket that 

 is pulled out of the Travel Agency Box. 

 

4. Every continent reach earns an extra ticket toward the grand prize of a book at the  

 book fair and special international lunch with Mrs. Holland and your teacher. 

 

5. Students can work with a partner to answer questions and locate Mrs.  

  Holland because it is always more fun to travel with a friend! 

Postcard Challenge 
We are trying to get a postcard from every continent to see how many countries we can post on our 

world map. Please send us any postcards you might have. We will return them at the beginning of 

November. 
Click below to visit the Library Webpage to see where Mrs. Holland has traveled each week! 

http://strawberryparklibrary.pbworks.com/  

http://strawberryparklibrary.pbworks.com/


Caption describing picture or 

graphic.  
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òIt is 

today we 

must 

create the 

world of 

the 

futureó 

 

Eleanor 

Roosevelt 

S T R A W B E R R Y  P A R K  E L E M E N T A R Y  

Student Council Election News 
The Student Council election is October 2 at 1:00pm 
Visit The Student Council webpage for more information 

http://strawberryparklibrary.pbworks.com/Student -Council-

Election 

Important dates to keep in mind: 
  

Wed, September 16:      Parent permission slip due to Mrs. Holland 

in the      library. Pick up poster paper 

for campaigning. 

September 21-25     campaigning for office this week 

September 22 & 23    Practice and Present speech to Mrs. H. 

Friday, October 2     Speeches and voting after lunch in Gym 

-----------------------------------------------------------

------- 

Mark Your Calendars:  

Coming events to the SPE Library in October 

Bonnie Phipps, storyteller and musician will be at 

Strawberry Park October 14 
 

 

Volunteers Needed for the Book fair 

Coming November 5
th

! 
 

Special lunch meeting October 7th 11:30 ï 12:30 

 

Email Mrs. Holland:   sholland@sssd.k12.co.us 

 

Contact in the library   871-3490 

http://strawberryparklibrary.pbworks.com/Student-Council-Election
http://strawberryparklibrary.pbworks.com/Student-Council-Election
mailto:sholland@sssd.k12.co.us



