
From the Principal...  
 

 
 

OCTOBER 
Calendar  

  

 

Mon. Oct 12  

Columbus Day 

No School  

 

 

Wed. Oct 14  

School Photo Day 

 

 

Thurs. Oct 15  

PTO meeting 
òReview of Individual 

Student Reports for 

CMTó 
7:00pm  

 

 

Sat. Oct 17  

Family Fall Festival  

2:00 -4:00pm 

 

 

KnowalotMore 
The Monthly Newsletter for Cranbury Families    

Robin Williams Ives, Principal  

Challenge Yourself to Succeed! 

ñThe How and Why of Goal Settingò   
 

With the school year now in full swing everyone is goal setting.  On 

a broad scale we are setting academic goals for our school based on 

Connecticut Mastery Test results.  Teachers are setting goals for 

the students at their grade level based on the baseline tests and 

screenings that were administered in September.  Within their 

plans will be individualized academic goals for each student.  Fi-

nally, and yet as important as the rest, are the goals our children 

are setting for themselves.   

 

These are all examples of goal setting, but how do you decide on a 

goal when you set out to òChallenge Yourself to Succeedó? Goals 

basically are generated by a need to improve or make a situation  

better.  The goals we set for the school are based on performance 

trends in Reading, Mathematics and Writing school -wide and    

       (Continued on page 2) 

October 2009  

 Attention Parents!  

Please answer these questions  

before  sending your child to school :  
 

1. Does your child have a fever of 100 degrees or greater?  

2. Does your child have a sore throat, cough, body aches, 

vomiting, or diarrhea?  
 

If you answered yes to both questions above, your child might have 

the flu.  Keep your child home from school for 7 calendar days, or until 

symptoms are gone for 24 hours, whichever is longer. If you answer 

yes to only one question above, keep your child home from school until 

the symptoms are gone for 24 hours. 



specific to a grade level.  The goals teachers 

set for their students are based on the childõs 

performance in relationship to grade level ex-

pectations.  The goals children set for them-

selves are based on their school experience and 

their sense of self, running the gamut from 

academics to emotional and social issues.  

 
The one thing that all goals have in common is 

that the person or people facing the challenge 

benefit greatly from the support they are given 

from others.  With every goal pursued there are 

always days when one wants to give up.   

 
In offering support to our school as we pursue 

our goals we ask that as parents you understand 

that our first priority is to keep our kids safe.  

When what we decide to do seems inconvenient 

to you we need your patience in knowing that we 

have many children and families to consider.  In 

offering support to our teachers as they pursue 

goals for your children, we ask you to work with 

us on the home front overseeing homework, rein-

forcing expectations, supporting regular atten-

dance and communicating with teachers when you 

have concerns and responding in kind to theirs.   

 
In November our students will receive their 

first Progress Report, so take the time today to 

ask your child what their goals for this marking 

period are.  What do they want to improve?  

What do they want to get better at?  Decide 

together how you can best support them with 

their goals, regularly check -in with them to see 

how they think they are doing and give them 

feedback on what youõve observed.  Then, when 

you have their first Progress Report in hand to-

gether evaluate their success, and start the goal 

setting process again.  Always remind your kids 

that no one ever fails, they just need to set a 

new goal! 

 

(Continued from page 1) "A BOOK 
FOR YOUR  

BIRTHDAY"  
 
 

Our new program is off to a terrific start!   
 
In September, 13 new books were donated 
to our library.  Mrs. Steil would like to thank 
all the families who celebrated a birthday in 
this very special way.  One family even re-
membered a teacher's birthday with a won-
derful new book!  Look for October birthday 
letters and please consider supporting this 
program - a birthday for you... a book for 
Cranbury's library.   

NEW!  
NPSConnect 

Listserv  
 

 

Stay connected to Nowalk Public School news -

enter your email address/childõs student ID into 

the new listserv. Plans for the email information 

collected include:  
 

1. Being an additional means of reaching Norwalk 

parents in addition to the auto dialer.  

2. Central office administration and school prin-

cipals will have and utilize this uniform data 

collected to send letters electronically to par-

ents.    

3. Becoming a means for parents to access their 

student information (i.e. student attendance) 

thru the district student information system - 

Genesis. 
 

Go to http://tinyurl.com/npsconnect to 

enter your email address. 
 

Questions? Contact Victor Black 

(blackv@norwlkps.org ) in the technology department.  

http://tinyurl.com/npsconnect
mailto:blackv@norwlkps.org


Bienvenidos sean!   
Mi Gente!   
 

 
Para aquellas familias retornantes y para las 

nuevas familias les deseo un año escolar lle-

no de mucho aprendizaje, juegos y satisfac-

ciones. 

 

Como ya se habrán podido dar cuenta tene-

mos unos cuantos cambios en la escuela y 

educación; pero algo en que se está poniendo 

presión es en la lectura, por favor estima-

dos padres tratemos de poner un poco de 

mano dura en nuestros pequeños para que 

lean mas, recuerden que mientras mas lean, 

mas se educan e informan y como resultado 

aprenden mucho mas. 

 

A medida que transcurran los días recibirán 

información de los cambios en la escuela, si 

tienen dudas o preguntas no dude en comu-

nicarse, los primeros días o semanas pueden 

ser confusas en cuestión de regulaciones, 

tareas, etc.; manténgase en contacto con los 

maestros(as) de sus hijos(as) siempre,  ya 

que una constante comunicación ayuda mu-

cho a prevenir y a resolver las cosas a tiem-

po. 

 

En cada aula de clase habrá una o dos ma-

dres voluntarias que se llaman (room mot-

her) estas personas serán las encargadas de 

mantenerlos informados de los eventos en la 

clase de sus hijos, recibirán unos formula-

rios en el cual se les pedirá poner sus nom-

bres, teléfonos o correos electrónicos para 

hacer una cadena de contacto para cualquier  

 

emergencia, tareas, fiestas de cumplea-

ños, etc. Favor de enviar esos formularios 

completos y sin demora.  
 

Cada mes recibirán el boletín informativo 

mensual de la escuela, por medio de este 

se dejara saber a ustedes de los eventos 

escolares en general. Otra manera de es-

tar al tanto de lo que ocurre es asistiendo 

a las conferencias del PTO una vez al mes 

en la noche y hay servicio de babysitter 

gratis.  
 

Buenos mis queridos amigos, sin que de-

cirles por el momento, me despido y nos 

estaremos viendo o hablando durante to-

do el año. 
 

Patty Davalos       

956 -7447 or parizala@optonline.net  

 

Chris Poulos, world champion bike 

rider, dazzled the students with his  

extreme bicycle stunts during  

Cranbury's first enrichment program.  

 

Chris delivered a compelling message  

about goal setting and being the  

best person possible. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

PTO Meeting!  
Thursday, October 15th  

7pm 

òReview of Individual  
Student Reports for CMT ó 

 

SEE YOU THERE! 
 
.  

 

Glow Bracelets & Necklaces,  

Mini Pumpkins &  

Assorted Novelties Sale 

 
Before & after school on  

October 14, 15 & 16  
 

Kids can shop for a variety of items priced 

between .50 cents and $3.00.  
 

If you have questions,  

please contact:  

Maria Cappadona at 847 -5012 

(rmryan@optonline.net ) or  

Maria Olivieri at 840 -9024 

(mariamorreale2000@yahoo.com ) 

  School Photo 
Day  

Wednesday  
October 14 th  

 

 

 

Get ready to smile at School Photo Day with 

the photographers from Davis Studio!  
 

Order forms will go home in the backpacks 

the first week of October.  Additional forms 

will be available in the office.  Please remem-

ber to include payment for your order (cash 

or check made payable to Davis).  
 

All order envelopes must be returned to 

school on or before Tuesday, October 21st.  
 

Volunteers needed for School Photo Day. 

Please contact Binita Lalwani, 849 -1008 

(binital@aol.com) or Laura Dufort,  

849 -9656 (lauragd@optonline.net) .  

November 10th  

òFamily Fun Nightó  

at My 3 Sons  
 

Look for more details 

and a sign-up form in 

the November 

KnowalotMore!  

mailto:rmryan@optonline.net
mailto:mariamorreale2000@yahoo.com


 

PTO Presidentõs Corner 

  òTry it Mikey, Youõll Like it!ó   
 
So, the school year is officially in full -swingé

itõs amazing how quickly we all get back into 

the routine, isnõt it? While a routine can be a 

good thing, there are also times when a de-

viation from the norm is good, too. That said, 

we are trying a few new things this year with 

the PTOé. 

 

New meeting times : In an effort to accom-

modate more people and their diverse sched-

ules, we will be varying the times of our PTO 

meetings. They will virtually all be on the 3 rd  

Thursday of the month, but weõd like to have 

after -school, lunch time and standard evening 

meetings.  Stay tuned and watch for an-

nouncements of these meeting times so that 

you can attend.  

 

Communication: Although this is hardly a new -

fangled idea, there always seems to be a need 

for improved communication. To help this 

along, the PTO has purchased an outdoor sign 

for the front area of the school. It will an-

nounce meetings, programs, òfun daysó (ie. 

Crazy Hat Day)éall the good info that you 

need to be gently reminded of so that your 

week will flow more smoothly. Look for it 

near the drop -off circle.  

 

Healthy Eating Initiatives : As our kiddosõ 

health is always a top priority, we will be list-

ing in the Knowalot healthy snack/lunch sug-

gestions and even ideas for interesting party 

munchies. Let us know if you have some 

òwinnersó that we can print.  

 

Green Initiatives : Norwalk is going greener 

by the day and so it should be with our 

school as well. To this end, we are publishing 

more and more info in our monthly Knowalot 

and also on the Cranbury Flash to reduce the 

amount of notices that go home in back-

packs. Please continue to rely on these for 

your Cranbury news! Fewer notices, fewer 

trees are diminished. We also hope to in-

crease the amount of recycling that the 

school does this year by A LOT.  

 

òWhere Everybody Knows Your Name:ó 

Like that old line from the òCheersó sitcom 

theme song (I totally just dated myself, did-

nõt I?), itõs always nice to be in a  place 

where that happens.  While it does seem 

that many of us know each other, how many 

of you know whoõs working in the kitchen? Or 

the library? Or is an Aide in B -4? To stage a 

little ice -breaker of sorts, weõre going to 

start a òSpotlight Onéó series. Each month, 

weõll randomly pick 3 folks who work in the 

school in some capacity and post info about 

them. Youõll be surprised and maybe amused 

by what you learnéand in getting to know 

everyone a little better, weõre shaping a 

stronger community.  

 

Hereõs hoping your year has gotten off to a 

good start and it was great to see so many 

parents at Open House!  

Best,  

April  



 

The Deadline for Novemberôs 

ñKnowalotMoreò is  

Friday, November 16. 2009 
 
 

Please submit all articles to Jill Arvanitis  

at Knowalot@optonline.net. 
 

 

Thank you! 

 

Fall Sale  
October 14 ð  
October 16 .   

 

At least 2 volunteers are needed each morning 

from 8:45 ð 9:15 and each afternoon from 3:00 

ð 3:45 setting up a small table of fall items and 

selling them to the students, staff and parents 

and then putting them away after the sale. 

Work one time or several times, whatever fits 

into your schedule this week! This is a student 

favorite event we run every year and it is a 

quick, fun way to be involved at Cranbury 

School!  If you are interested in helping out or 

need more information, please call or email 

Maria Cappadona at 847 -5012 or 

rmryan@optonline.net . 

 

Harvest Festival 
 2009    

...will take place on Saturday,  

October 17 th  from 2 ð4pm at 

Cranbury School.  Many vol-

unteers are greatly needed 

to make this event a tremen-

dous success!  The jobs needed to fill are:  set -

up, clean-up, pumpkin patch supervisor, hay ride 

operator, bounce house attendant, craft table 

assistance, games assistance, front door admis-

sions and sales table assistance!  With a lot of 

volunteers each job will only require a small 

amount of time!  Help out for 30 minutes and 

then enjoy the event the rest of the time!  

 

 If you can help out for this event, please call 

or email Steph Stelly stellyman@yahoo.com

A big Thank You to our PTO 

Hospitality volunteers  for host-

ing successful Back -to -School 

coffees the first two days of 

school, as well as a much-

appreciated Welcome Back 

Breakfast for our teachers. 

Teachers, new parents and re-

turning parents alike felt wel-

comed and it was a great way to 

start the year!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weõd also like to thank the  

volunteers  who baked for the 

Cranbury Open Houseé everyone 

greatly appreciated the yummy 

treats!  

mailto:rmryan@optonline.net


Students will be able to visit our book fair twice, once to view the books and another 

to purchase them.  Teachers will fill out classroom wish lists so parents and stu-
dents may add to their class libraries. Schedules for class visits will come home in 

backpacks soon.  
 
All money raised during the book fair will go 

toward helping to pay for field trips, enrich-
ment programs and to support our teacherõs 
in the classroom!  Help us reach our goal of 

$2500 for Cranbury School!  
 

Volunteers are always needed  and greatly  
appreciated  for this fun event!  We need help 
with everything from set -up, decorating, help-

ing the students choose books, running the 
cash register, and more!  If you are able to 

help out for any amount of time,  please call 
or email Jennifer Gardner at  
Gardners@optonline.net  or 847 -5081.  

 
Your support is greatly appreciated!  
 

Jen Gardner  

Book fair chairperson  
 

 
 
 

 
View our website:http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/cranburyelementary   

Scholastic Book Fair is coming to Cranbury!  This fall the theme 

is Destination Book Fair! With loads of books to choose from.  

When:  

October 17
th

-23
rd 

Where:  

Cranbury School Library

 

DATE: TIME:

Saturday, Oct. 17
th 2:00 ï 4:00

Harvest Festival Family Day

Monday, Oct. 19
th 9:00 ï 4:00

Student Preview Day

Tuesday, Oct. 20
th 9:00 ï 4:00

Student Preview Day

Wednesday, Oct. 21
st 9:00 ï 4:00

Student Preview & Shopping Day

Thursday, Oct. 22
nd 9:00 ï 4:00

Shopping Day

Friday, Oct. 23
rd 9:00 ï 1:00

Shopping Day

mailto:Gardners@optonline.net


 
PLEASE BRING YOUR FAMILY TO THE 

 

CRANBURY  
 HARVEST FESTIVAL  

 
Cranbury School  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 TH   
 

2-4pm (Rain or Shine)  
    

HAYRIDE, PUMPKIN PATCH, GAMES, 

INFLATABLE, SPIRIT SHOP, BAKE 

SALE, RAFFLES  

MUCH MORE! 

 

 

 
 

 

General admission  

$2 per adult  

$2 per child  

 

Hayride/pumpkin picking  

$4 per child  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!   Please contact 

Steph Stelly stellyman@yahoo.com if you can 

help.  (Older siblings are great helpers too!)  

 

Set up/Clean up, Games helper, Help with 

bake sale and raffles, Pumpkin patch helper, 

Craft table helper, Inflatable attendant, 

Food salesperson, Front door, etc.  

 

Please respond if you are coming or can volun-

teer on the response sheets on page 15  

 

 

 

 

Venga con toda la familia a disfrutar del gran  

 

FESTIVAL DE LA COSECHA  
DE CRANBURY 

 

Lugar: Escuela de Cranbury  

Fecha: sábado, 18 de Octubre  

Hora: 2pm a 4pm (con lluvia o sol)  

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

PASEO EN CARRETA CON PAJA, JUEGOS, 

INFLABLES, VENTA DE PASTELES, RIFAS, 

RECOGER CALABAZAS, ESPIRITU ESCO-

LAR Y MUCHO MÁS!  

 

Admision general:  

$2 por adulto  

$2 por niño  

 

Paseo en carreta/recoger calabazas  

$4 por niño  

 
 

Necesitamos voluntarios: Favor de comu-

nicarse con Steph Stelly 

(stellyman@yahoo.com)  si usted puede 

ayudar. Preparación y limpieza, ayudante 

para los juegos y para la venta de paste-

les y rifas, venta de comida, atención 

para los inflables y muchas cosas mas.                                     
                                            


