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As we express our   
gratitude, we must 
never forget that the 
highest appreciation is 
not to utter words, but 
to live by them  

John Fitzgerald Kennedy 

John F. Kennedy School 

IMPORTANT!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal time 

change for  

 Parent  

Conferences  

 

Tuesday, 11/17, 

Wednesday, 11/18 & 

Thursday 11/19:   

Dismissal is at 12:50 

pm 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Itõs hard to believe that we are already at the end of the first marking period!  As I tour class-

rooms, I am very impressed with the quality of student work.  Students and teachers are 

working hard to make the most of our instructional day, and their efforts are evident in stu-

dent progress. 

 

Part of the facultyõs work has been their participation in two early-release day workshops 

during the month of October.  The workshops are part of a series on creating and refining 

Data Teams at JFK.  The Data Teams are grade level teams that collaborate to produce com-

mon formative assessments, analyze student work, and ultimately determine focused instruc-

tional strategies to maximize student learning.  The workshops are facilitated by an Education 

Specialist from ACES.  Although we have dabbled in similar work in the past, these work-

shops are helping us to refine our practices to improve our results.  I have posted notes from 

each workshop on our website under òEarly Release Daysó so you can keep abreast of our 

progress.  We will meet with the Education Specialist again on November 4th, our next early 

release day. 

 

November is a very busy month--Please read the calendar carefully to keep track of all the 

activities and changes in school schedules.  One of the most important happenings in   No-

vember will be Parent/Teacher Conferences.  Conferences are an important piece of the 

educational process.  A strong team of parents and teachers can have a tremendous impact 

on the success of our children.  We are all here for the same reasonñto help the children in 

this community grow into happy, healthy, and productive citizens.  Positive communication 

between parents and teachers is vital to achieving this outcome.  You will find a helpful guide 

in this newsletter to  assist you in preparing for conferences. 

 

Thank you again for your support, and I look forward to seeing all of you at Parent/Teacher 

Conferences. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sean F. Smyth 

Principal 

 

Daylight Savings Time ends later than usual this yearñon 

Sunday, November 1 at 2 a.m.  Please remember to set your 

clocks back one hour on Saturday night before going to bed.    



How to Make the Most of  Your            

Parent -Teacher Conference  

together you can create a pow-

erful team in fostering your 

childõs learning. 

Take notes.  Your childõs 

teacher may say some 

things you will want to 

revisit as the year contin-

ues.  Itõs always a good idea 

to take notes during the 

conference so you will 

clearly remember what was 

said and suggestions for 

things to do at home. 

Listen!   Listen to what the 

teacher saysñand ask him/

her to repeat something if 

your are unfamiliar with the 

top or you need additional 

information. 

 

AFTER  the Conference.  

Read any materials dis-

tributed.   Teachers will 

oftentimes give you a vari-

ety of materials during your 

conference time.  Make 

sure you take the time to 

read them when you get 

home. 

And, last but not least, if you 

have any additional concerns, 

please know you can schedule a 

time to visit with your childõs 

teacher any time throughout the 

yearñnot just during parent-

teacher conference week. 

 

 

If the leaves are falling from the 

trees, then Parent-Teacher 

Conference time must be just 

around the corner!  Much has 

been published lately about this 

phenomenon that takes place 

each yearñwith nearly 50 

MILLION conferences ex-

pected to be conducted across 

the country in the next few 
weeks.  There are many things 

you can do to prepare for your 

childõs conference that will 

help make your time produc-

tive and beneficial for all par-

ties involved.  Here are a few 

tips to help you get ready 

 

BEFORE the Conference  

Talk about school every 

day with your child.  This  

is far and away the best 

practice to use in under-

standing what your child is 

doing and learning every 

day.  Ask your child about 

his/her homework assign-

ments and be generous in 

your praise of their work. 

Homework Destination.   

Does your child have a 

place in your home where 

homework is routinely 

completed?  Designate a 

spot that is clear of clutter, 

well-lit, and quiet in order 

to help your child complete 

assignments without dis-

traction. 

 

Make Learning a Prior-

ity.   Make sure your child 

attends school each day and 

is on time.  Keep track of 

their assignments and help 

them understand that their 

work toward learning is 

important. 

 

PREPARING for the           

Conference  

Prepare questions in 

advance.  Parent-teacher 

conferences are shortñso 

it is a good idea to write 

down your questions in 

advance. 

Ask your child what he/

she thinks the teacher 

will say.  Your childõs per-

spective may offer some 

interesting conversation 

starters. 

Collect samples of pa-

pers/assignments to 

help demonstrate your 

questions, if necessary.  

If is also a good idea to 

bring examples of your 

childõs work when you 

want to learn more about a 

particular practice or issue 

in the in the classroom. 

DURING the Conference.   

Approach the Confer-

ence with a Positive 

Attitude.  Remember that 

your childõs teacher is your 

partnerñand by working  

 NOTES FROM THE NURSE         Pat Maguire             203-882-5173         
Cold & Flu Season  

The cold and flu season will be here soon.  We all must take measures to prevent the spread of germs both at home and 

in our school.  

1. WASH your hands, after coughing or sneezing and FREQUENTLY DURING THE DAY.  

2. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze.  

3. Speak to your physician about getting the FLU & H1N1 VACCINE for yourself and your child.  
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There are many 

things you can do 

to prepare for 

your childõs 

conference that 

will help make 

your time 

productive and 

beneficial for all 

parties involved.  

 

 

 
Check out 

our website 

jfklearns.org 



you stop to focus on a word, 

have your child reread the 
whole sentence to be sure he 

understands the meaning.  

Building reading compre-

hension.   Talk with your 

child about what she is 

reading.  Ask about new 

words.  Talk about what 
happened in a story.  Ask 

about the characters, places, 

and events that took place.  

Ask what new information 

she has learned from the 
book.  Encourage her to read 

on her own.  

 

If you have any questions 

regarding your childõs liter-

acy development please con-

tact his/her teacher.  

 

 

 

òPut Reading Firstó 2000, 

National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Develop-

ment, United States Depart-

ment  

of Education.  

  

Literacy Instruction  

 

As part of regular classroom 

instruction students may be 

grouped and seen by special-
ists.  This small group instruc-

tion is in addition to regular 

reading instruction in the class-

room.  

 

In order to work with your child 

at home you may find the fol-

lowing suggestions helpful.  

 

If your child is just beginning 
to learn to read  

 

At home you can help your 

child byé 

 

Practicing the sounds of 

language .  Read books with 

rhymes.  Teach your child 
rhymes, short poems, and 

songs.  Play simple word games.  

How many words can you make 
up that sound like the word 

òbató? 

Helping your child take 

spoken words apart and put 

them together.   Help your 

child separate the sounds in 

words, listen for beginning and 
ending sounds, and put sepa-

rate sounds together.  

Practicing the alphabet by 

pointing out letters wherever 

you see them and by reading 
alphabet books.  

 

If your child is just beginning 

to read  

 

At home you can help your child 

byé 

 

Pointing out the letter -

sound relationships your child 
is learning on labels, boxes, 

newspapers, magazines and 

signs.  

Listening to your child read 

words and books from school.   

Be patient and listen as your 

child practices.  Let your child 
know you are proud of his read-

ing.  

 

If your child is reading  

 

At home you can help your child 

byé 

 

Rereading familiar books.   

Children need practice in reading 
comfortably and with expression 

using books they know.  

Building reading accuracy.   

As your child is reading aloud, 

point out words he missed and 
help him read words correctly.  If 
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 On November 2 we will have our third PTO meeting of the year and we will meet in Mrs. Craigõs room. Mrs. Craig will give a 
demonstration of what a Smart Board can do for our children and it will be an exciting time.   

Also, we will begin our meeting  promptly at 7pm because we have much to discuss and we will be voting on our bylaws  
beginning at 7:45pm. It is very important to note that  as we go through the proposed changes, there will be no discussion 
allowed. Nor, will there be any additions, deletions or any changes to take place. You may ask questions for clarification on ly.  
Otherwise, you will vote yes or no.  :)  

Box Tops For Education - Please be sure to include your child's name and 

classroom on all submissions. The class that collects the most will be having a   

special party!!!  

Community Directory - Is for everyone, parents, teachers, students... It is a 

great way to support your school family, so get your listing in.  

 

Thanks, 

Please look at the JFK              

merchandise and if your child 

would like to get a drama show t-

shirt, it is a great deal!   

Thanks Darrin and Marie 

 

JFK presents  ñBo and Beastò on Jan 29 at 

Foran High School!   

 

The PTO would encourage all parents to consider making a donation to the PTO since it 
holds a  501©(3) status. Ask your companies about a charitable donations!  Many em-
ployers sponsor matching gift programs and will match any charitable contributions 
made by their employees. If your company is  eligible, request a matching gift form from 
your employer, and send it completed and signed with your gift. We will do the rest. 
The impact of your gift to this organization may be doubled or possibly tripled!  Contact 
your company's Human Resources department to see if your employer has an employer 
matching gift or contribution  program.  

Also,  if you are a business owner and want to share your business with the PTO for a 
fundraiser, we welcome you. All you have to do is contact one of the PTO board mem-
bers (our contact information is posted on www.jfkleans.org and click on PTO and 
then on members)  and ask to do a presentation at a meeting.  If your fundraiser is ap-
proved, then you would be responsible for organizing a flyer and the sale with no cost to 
the PTO.  

 

Scholastic Book Fair 

Tues Nov 17 - Thurs Nov 19 

During school day and  

during conferences Tuesday and  

Wednesday evening 

(5:30 - 8:30) 

 Volunteers needed!  

please contact Maggie Germanese 

874-6076 

margaretgermanese@sbcglobal.net 

Bakers and Crafters wanted to sell homemade items at this year's Holiday Fair on Friday, December 
4th from 4:30 -8:00pm. 

Please see Mrs. Cara Ewen or Miss Amy Brown if you are interested in renting a table for $25.00. 

  

Thanks. 

-Kristen    

Our Lyman Orchard Pie sale was a success and Pam Griffin will give a full report at our Nov 2 meeting. Thanks!    
You rock Pam!!! 
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