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Labeling Classroom Furniture: Like Claiming Land in the Americas

Classroom Experience Historical Connection 



READING NOTES 2
Read the section. Then use the words in the Word Bank to answer the questions in each box.

2.2 Spain Starts an Empire

Word Bank: Christopher Columbus, Hernán Cortés, Francisco Pizarro, gold, disease, slave traders 

What was life like in Spanish settlements in
the Caribbean and South America?

How did Spain establish territorial claims in
the Caribbean and South America?

What type of relationship existed between the Spanish and Native Americans living in the
Caribbean and South America?
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READING NOTES 2
Read the section. Then use the words in the Word Bank to answer the questions in each box.

2.3 The Spanish Borderlands

Word Bank: Francisco Coronado, Ponce de León, pueblos, presidios, missions, priests

What types of permanent settlements did the
Spanish establish in North America?

How did Spain establish territorial claims in
North America?

What type of relationship existed between the Spanish and Native Americans living in 
North America?
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READING NOTES 2
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Read the section. Then use the words in the Word Bank to answer the questions in each box.

2.4 New France

Word Bank: Jacques Cartier, Robert de La Salle, coureurs de bois, missionaries, Huron

What was life like in French settlements in
North America?

How did France establish territorial claims in
North America?

What type of relationship existed between the French and Native Americans living in 
North America? 

 



READING NOTES 2
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Read the section. Then use the words in the Word Bank to answer the questions in each box.

2.5 Jamestown:The First English Colony

Word Bank: John Cabot, Captain John Smith, Pocahontas, mosquitoes, Starving Time, John Rolfe

What was life like in Jamestown?How did England establish territorial
claims in North America?

What type of relationship existed between the English and the Native Americans living 
around Jamestown?



READING NOTES 2
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Read the section. Then use the words in the Word Bank to answer the questions in each box.

2.6 New Netherland:The Short-Lived Dutch Settlement

Word Bank: Henry Hudson, Peter Minuit, Peter Stuyvesant, fur trade, Iroquois, English, New York

What was life like in New Netherland?How did the Netherlands establish territorial
claims in North America?

What type of relationship existed between the Dutch and Native Americans living in 
New Netherland?



PROCESSING 2
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Create a historical marker that commemorates a settlement established by the 
English, Dutch, French, or Spanish in the Americas. Your marker should include 
• an appropriate title.
• a brief summary that clearly explains (1) how the settlement was established, 

(2) how Native Americans living near the settlement were treated, (3) how the 
settlement flourished or failed.

• visuals that illustrate the three main ideas of the summary.
• writing that is free from spelling and grammatical errors.




