	Student Name
	
	

	
	first
	last


Social Studies 
Civil War and Reconstruction

Each student will have the choices to direct their learning, based on their interests and learning styles. Attached to this page (and found on the web site), each student will see the options available to them to achieve the grade they desire.

The Social Studies grade will be divided into four (4) main categories:

1. Activities

2. Biography

3. Social Studies Crate

4. Discussion Questions

Criteria for each category are set out in this packet (also found on the class web site).

Grades for each category will then be averaged for the overall Social Studies grade for the

unit.

*Quizzes and Tests do not fall under the main categories and will be averaged in if applicable.

Students will be asked to sign a contract stating their goal for the unit in each category. Progress will be checked daily. It is the student’s responsibility to truthfully and accurately communicate their progress. All work is expected to be completed in class during our centers rotations. Special permission may be granted to complete assignments at home if written requests by the student are submitted to the teacher explaining the circumstances. This is only permitted for extreme circumstances.
Any work that is illegible or incorrect will not be accepted. 
	Student Name
	
	

	
	first
	last


Social Studies Contract

Civil War and Reconstruction
The grade I am working towards in the Social Studies Activities category is ______ .

The grade I am working towards in the Social Studies Biography category is ______ .

The grade I am working towards in the Social Studies Crate category is ______ .

The grade I am working towards in the Social Studies Class Discussion category is ______ .

I understand what is expected of me to complete each category. 
If any part of an assignment is not complete, it will be counted as incomplete. 
I understand that any work that is illegible, hard to read, or incorrect, will not be accepted.

There is no extra credit to bring up grades because the criteria for each grade are explained in our Social Studies packet. 
I understand that a copy of this packet is available online through our class web site
I understand that every assignment must be completed by ___________.
	
	
	

	Student Signature
	
	Parent Signature


Social Studies Activities – Civil War and Reconstruction
For an A, choose ten (10) projects to complete.
For a B, choose eight (8) projects to complete.

For a C, choose six (6) projects to complete.

For a D, choose four (4) projects to complete 

An F is given for completing less than four projects. 
*Note that there are four (4) areas that must be completed (Verbal-Linguistic, Logical-Mathematical, Visual-Spatial, and Intrapersonal) before you may earn a C or better.
	
	
	Verbal-Linguistic (At least one project from this area must be completed)

	1.
	
	Write a two-page report on one of the following people:

	
	
	Abraham Lincoln
	Harriet Tubman
	Jefferson Davis
	Ulysses S. Grant

	
	
	William T. Sherman


	Robert E. Lee
	Frederick Douglass
	

	2.
	
	Write a two-page report on any general from either side of the Civil War.

	
	
	

	3.
	
	Write a report on any one of the following topics:

	
	
	Underground Railroad


	slavery
	Abolitionists

	4.
	
	Pretend you are one of the people listed below (can not be same person as your biography choice). Write a first-person account of your involvement in the Civil War and Reconstruction.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	William Sherman
	Harriet Tubman
	Jefferson Davis

	
	
	Robert E. Lee
	Dred Scott
	Ulysses S. Grant

	
	
	Abraham Lincoln
	an abolitionist
	a slave owner



	5.
	
	Memorize the Gettysburg Address.



	
	
	

	
	
	Logical-Mathematical (At least one project from this area must be completed)

	6.
	
	Design a game for students to play that includes events and/or people of the Civil War.



	
	
	

	7.
	
	Design a flow chart that shows the causes and effects of events leading to the Civil War.



	
	
	

	8.
	
	Make a graph comparing the North and the South. Show a comparison of the number of people, the number of soldiers, factories, etc.



	
	
	

	
	
	

	9.
	
	Write detailed job descriptions for the various jobs on a plantation (owner, overseer, house servant, field servant, etc.)



	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Musical

	10.
	
	Write a song about the Civil War, or any Civil War battle.



	
	
	

	11.
	
	Write a song or rap to explain to slaves how to escape from the South.



	
	
	

	12.
	
	Make a collection of at least 10 Civil War or slave songs.

	
	
	

	
	
	Visual-Spatial (At least one project from this area must be completed)

	13. 
	
	Create a political cartoon based on events from the Civil War or Reconstruction. 


	
	
	

	14.
	
	Make a timeline depicting events from 1860 to 1865.



	
	
	

	15.
	
	Make a map showing significant battles, who won them, and the general movement of troops.

	
	
	

	16.
	
	Make posters to advertise and explain the following topics:

	
	
	searching for runaway slaves
	an upcoming abolitionist meeting


	enlistment in the army

	
	
	Bodily-Kinesthetic

	17.
	
	Take a field trip to a Civil War battlefield or memorial. Develop a presentation of experience to share with the class.



	
	
	

	
	
	

	18.
	
	Dramatize one of the following events:

	
	
	A slave auction
	Slaves escaping on the Underground Railroad

	
	
	A Civil War battle
	Lawmakers working on the Missouri Compromise

	
	
	Sherman’s march to the sea
	Surrender at the Appomatox Courthouse

	
	
	Lee’s surrender


	

	19.
	
	Make a diorama of a plantation, or Civil War battlefield.


	
	
	

	20.
	
	Write a play depicting any one event in the Civil War or leading up to it. Include the setting, the problem, and the result.



	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Interpersonal

	21.
	
	Conduct a debate in class between an Abolitionist and a slave owner.



	
	
	

	22.
	
	Produce a play that would show Abraham Lincoln and his reactions to the demands of the southern states and their secession.



	
	
	

	
	
	

	23.
	
	Put on a debate in class similar to the Compromise of 1850 and the Missouri Compromise.



	
	
	

	
	
	Intrapersonal (At least one project from this area must be completed)

	24.
	
	Read a book about the Civil War era and write a synopsis of the story.



	
	
	

	25.
	
	Pretend you are living during the time of the Civil War. Write ten (10) well-written diary entries telling of your experiences and feelings during the Civil War.



	
	
	

	
	
	

	26.
	
	Read one of the following books and write a synopsis of the story:

	
	
	Freedom Train by Dorothy Sterling
	Brady by Jean Fritz

	
	
	Across Five Aprils by Irene Hunt
	Rifles for Watie by Harold Keith

	
	
	Lincoln by Russell Freedman
	Stonewall by Jean Fritz

	
	
	Amos Fortune, Free Man by Elizabeth Yates

	
	
	

	27.
	
	Write a fictional story based on the Civil War or Reconstruction.



	
	
	

	28.
	
	Write a letter to an important historical figure from the Civil War or Reconstruction describing your opinion of what has happened during that period. Include details about the event and the figure’s role in the event.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	29.
	
	Create a persuasive essay about an important aspect of the Civil War (i.e., slavery, abolition, Missouri Compromise, secession, war, etc.).

	
	
	

	
	
	


Social Studies Biography – Civil War and Reconstruction
An F is received for failing to attempt any tasks.

D is received if the tasks for C are attempted, but not completed. 

To receive a C, complete the following task (if any part is incomplete, the task is incomplete):

Students are to read a biography about a person from the Civil War era who has made some contribution to the world (can not be the same person chosen to complete an earlier assignment).  
When they finish reading the book, they will be asked to complete an overview of the person's life, based on the book (see outline below).
· Introduction: briefly describe who the person was and what notable thing they did. 
· Birth date and birthplace 

· Family life 

· Education 

· Occupation(s) 

· Death date and location
· Accomplishments 
· What did the person accomplish during the Civil War and/or Reconstruction that makes him/her memorable?

· What contribution did they make to society during the Civil War and/or Reconstruction? 
· Qualities that made the person interesting.

To receive a B, complete the following in addition to the requirements for a C:

· Do further research on the person's life (encyclopedias, the internet, etc--just be sure to note sources in your bibliography) and write on Microsoft Word a 3-5 paragraph summary to be printed out and also put into your portfolio. 
· Create a timeline of the person's life. 
· Create a stamp with the subject’s picture as well as images that reflect their life.
To receive an A, choose one of the following in addition to the criteria for a C and B: 

· Create a freestanding diorama with all areas of the report displayed neatly and creatively. 

· Create a Power Point presentation. 

· Give a short 3 minute class talk as the character they studied (You can choose to dress as and take on the identity of your character). 

Social Studies Crate – Civil War and Reconstruction
The Social Studies Crate is where students can find short essays about notable people and events from the Civil War and Reconstruction. After reading the selections, the students are required to answer the questions attached to the essay. 

To receive the following grades, the student must complete the task that follows each grade:

· A – Complete at least 10 sheets with an average of 90%.

· B – Complete at least 10 sheets with an average of 80%.

· C – Complete at least 10 sheets with an average of 75%.

· D – Complete at least 10 sheets with an average of 70%.

· F – Fail to complete the preceding tasks.

Topics include:

1. Abolitionists

2. Abolitionists and the Underground Railroad

3. Amistad

4. Assassination of Lincoln

5. Civil War Music

6. Compromises

7. Dred Scott

8. Frederick Douglass
9. Freedmen

10. Harriet Tubman

11. Jefferson Davis

12. Lincoln

13. Nullification and Secession

14. Reconstruction

15. Slave Life

16. Women in the Civil War

Social Studies Class Discussion – Civil War and Reconstruction
To receive a D:

· Participate in at least one class discussion.

· Participate in one online response with at least one well-written paragraph.

To receive a C:

· Participate in at least two class discussions.

· Participate in two online responses with at least one well-written paragraph for each response.

To receive a B:

· Participate in at least three class discussions.

· Participate in three online responses with at least one well-written paragraph for each response.

To receive an A:

· Participate in at least four class discussions.

· Participate in four online responses with at least one well-written paragraph for each response.

