How to add or subtract fractions
The thing to remember here is that the denominators must be the same number in order to add or subtract fractions. 

There are a couple ways to do this.

1) Find the LCD (Least Common Denominator). List out the multiples of each denominator.

	Example:
	
	
	
	

	
	1
	+
	3
	=
	
	

	
	4
	
	6
	
	
	


Multiples

4: 4 (4x1), 8 (4x2), 12 (4x3), 16, 20, 24, 28, 32
6: 6 (6x1), 12 (6x2), 18, 24, 30, 36, 42

Both 4 & 6 have “12” as a common multiple (denominators).
Once you find 12, you must make each denominator 12. 

	Example:
	
	
	
	

	
	1
	
	+
	3
	
	=
	
	

	
	4
	x 3
	
	6
	x 2
	
	
	


Whatever you multiply the denominator by, multiply the numerator by the same number.

	Example:
	
	
	
	

	
	1
	x 3
	+
	3
	x 2
	=
	
	

	
	4
	x 3
	
	6
	x 2
	
	
	


You now have fractions with the same denominators. Add the numerators and keep the denominator the same.

	Example:
	
	
	
	

	
	3
	+
	 6
	=
	 9
	

	
	12
	
	12
	
	12
	


	Your answer is:  
	

	
	 9

	
	12


	Simplify your answer:
	
	
	
	

	
	9
	÷
	3
	=
	3
	

	
	12
	
	3
	
	4
	


For subtraction follow the same steps, except subtract to find your answer.

2) The second way to add fractions is to just multiply the denominators by each other. Then whatever you multiplied the denominator by, multiply the numerator by the same thing.

	Example:
	
	
	
	

	
	1
	x 6
	+
	3
	x 4
	=
	
	

	
	4
	x 6
	
	6
	x 4
	
	
	


	Example:
	
	
	
	

	
	6
	
	+
	12
	
	=
	18
	÷
	6
	=
	3

	
	24
	
	
	24
	
	
	24
	
	6
	
	4


You get the same answer either way. Just use the method you find easiest.
