	Student Name
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	last


Social Studies 
U. S. Government and Citizenship
Each student will have the choices to direct their learning, based on their interests and learning styles. Attached to this page (and found on the web site), each student will see the options available to them to achieve the grade they desire.

The Social Studies grade will be divided into four (4) main categories:

1. Activities

2. Report
3. Social Studies Crate

4. Class Discussion

Criteria for each category are set out in this packet (also found on the class web site).

Grades for each category will then be averaged for the overall Social Studies grade for the unit. *Quizzes and Tests do not fall under the main categories and will be averaged in if applicable.

Students will be asked to sign a contract stating their goal for the unit in each category. Progress will be checked. All work is expected to be completed in class during our centers rotations. Special permission may be granted to complete assignments at home if written requests by the student are submitted to the teacher explaining the circumstances.
Any work that is illegible or incorrect will be rejected. 
	Student Name
	
	

	
	first
	last


Social Studies Contract

U. S. Government and Citizenship
The grade I am working towards in the Social Studies Activities category is ______ .

The grade I am working towards in the Social Studies Project category is ______ .

The grade I am working towards in the Social Studies Crate category is ______ .

The grade I am working towards in the Social Studies Class Discussion category is ______ .

I understand what is expected of me to complete each category. 
If any part of an assignment is not complete, it will be counted as incomplete. 
I understand that any work that is illegible, hard to read, or incorrect, will be rejected.

There is no extra credit to bring up grades because the criteria for each grade are explained in our Social Studies packet. 
I understand that a copy of this packet is available online through our class web site
I understand that every assignment must be completed by __________. 
	
	
	

	Student Signature
	
	Parent Signature


	Full Name
	
	Date
	


Social Studies Activities – U. S. Government and Citizenship
Students must complete each of the first seven activities during school time. 

Each assignment will be individually graded. Any work beyond that will be considered “extra credit.”

	
	
	Verbal-Linguistic 
(Complete ALL of the selections in this section – Include bibliography for each assignment)

	1
	
	Make a list of the responsibilities of a citizen of the United States of America.

	
	
	

	2
	
	List the freedoms granted and rights protected in the Bill of Rights.


	
	
	

	3
	
	Explain the concept of due process of law.

	
	
	

	4
	
	Describe how the United States Constitution protects a citizen’s rights by due process.

	
	
	

	5
	
	Explain the amendment process outlined in the Constitution.

	
	
	

	6
	
	Explain the purpose of the 12th and 17th amendments.

	
	
	

	7
	
	Explain how voting rights were protected by the 15th, 19th, 23rd, 24th, and 26th amendments.

	
	
	

	
	
	Verbal-Linguistic

	8
	
	Write a report describing how citizens use petitions and organized protests to effect change in the United States. (Must be at least 2 pages in length.) 

	
	
	

	9
	
	Write a report describing how citizens use voting, campaign participation, and running for public office to affect change in the United States. (Must be at least 2 pages in length.)

	
	
	

	
	
	Logical-Mathematical 

	10
	
	Construct a chart comparing Communism, democracy, a republic, monarchy, and anarchy.


	
	
	

	11
	
	Construct a spreadsheet depicting the states and the number of senators, representatives, and electoral votes each state has.

	
	
	

	
	
	Visual-Spatial

	12
	
	Make a mobile showing the three branches of government, their responsibilities and divisions. Also include information on how their members are elected or appointed, as well as the time frames for which these members serve.


	
	
	

	13
	
	Make a diorama of Washington, D.C. (must include at least 10 important buildings or monuments).

	
	
	

	
	
	Bodily-Kinesthetic

	14
	
	Collect examples from periodicals (magazines) of people using their rights found in the Bill of Rights (must include 20 examples).

	
	
	

	15
	
	Attend a city council or school board meeting. Report on your experience to the class.

	
	
	

	
	
	Interpersonal 

	16
	
	Interview a city official. Find out what he/she does, why he/she wanted that office, and what goals he/she hopes to achieve.

	
	
	

	
	
	Intrapersonal

	18
	
	Find quotes by five different presidents. Describe what events led to what the president said, then tell what the presidents said and why.

	
	
	


Social Studies Report – U. S. Government and Citizenship
An F is received for failing to attempt any tasks.

D is received if the tasks for C are attempted, but not completed. 

To receive a C, complete the following task (if any part is incomplete, the task is incomplete):

Students are to research a branch of the government (Legislative, Executive, or Judicial). When they finish reading the book, they will be asked to complete an overview of the branch, based on their research (see outline below). This is not a report, the information can be listed as ‘bullets’ or facts. Spelling and neatness counts. 
· Introduction: briefly describe the branch  
· When was it formed? 

· What are the duties and responsibilities of this branch?
· Tell how the concept of checks and balances makes this branch of government responsive to the people. (Describe the checks and balances in place regarding this branch.)
· Who makes up this branch?
· Who heads up this branch?
To receive a B, complete the following in addition to the requirements for a C:

· Do further research on the branch (encyclopedias, the internet, etc--just be sure to note sources in your bibliography) and write on Microsoft Word, a 3-5 paragraph summary to be printed out and also put into your portfolio. 
· Create a timeline of the branch, noting significant moments and accomplishments. 
To receive an A, complete the following in addition to the criteria for a C and B: 

· Create a freestanding diorama with all areas of the report displayed neatly and creatively. 

· Create a Power Point presentation and present to the class. 

· Give a short 3 minute class talk as a member of the branch studied (You can choose to dress as and take on the identity of your character). This is not a reading of your report, it is a presentation of the information you have learned through your research.
Social Studies Crate – U. S. Government and Citizenship
The Social Studies Crate is where students can find short essays about notable people and events from the U. S. Government and Citizenship. After reading the selections, the students are required to answer the questions attached to the essay. 

To receive the following grades, the student must complete the task that follows each grade:

· A – Complete at least 5 sheets with an average of 90%.

· B – Complete at least 5 sheets with an average of 80%.

· C – Complete at least 5 sheets with an average of 75%.

· D – Complete at least 5 sheets with an average of 70%.

· F – Fail to complete the preceding tasks.

Topics include:

1. Our National Government
2. How Laws are made
3. Elections and Voting
4. Being a Good Citizen
5. You Have Rights
6. How a Bill becomes a Law

7. United States Citizenship
8. The Powers of the Judicial Branch
9. The Powers of the Legislative Branch

10. The Executive Branch

11. Keeping Things in Check – Three Branches of Government

Social Studies Class Discussion – U. S. Government and Citizenship
To receive a D:

· Participate in at least one class discussion.

· Participate in one online response with at least one well-written paragraph.

To receive a C:

· Participate in at least two class discussions.

· Participate in two online responses with at least one well-written paragraph for each response.

To receive a B:

· Participate in at least three class discussions.

· Participate in three online responses with at least one well-written paragraph for each response.

To receive an A:

· Participate in at least four class discussions.

· Participate in four online responses with at least one well-written paragraph for each response.
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