Multiplication step by step
2-digit by 2-digit

For our example, we will use the problem:

	
	3.4
	
	
	

	x
	.56
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Step 1)

Remove all decimal point from the problem.

	
	34
	
	
	

	x
	56
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Step 2)

Break one of the numbers apart. In this example, we’ll break apart ’56.’ It becomes ‘50’ and ‘6’ because 50 + 6 = 56.

	
	34
	
	
	34
	

	x
	50
	
	x
	 6
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Step 3)

Solve each of the individual problems (Remember that when multiplying a whole number by a number ending in zero, just cross out the zero and bring it down.).

	
	34
	
	
	34
	

	x
	50
	
	x
	 6
	

	
	1700
	
	
	204
	


Step 4)

Add both of the answers together lining up the ones place.

	
	1700
	
	
	
	

	+
	204
	
	
	
	

	
	1904
	
	
	
	


Step 5)

Now count the number of digits after a decimal point in the original problem. In our example, it’s 3.

	
	3.4
	
	
	

	x
	.56
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Step 6)

Start on the far right of the answer in step 4 and move over the number from step 5. You have the answer.

	
	1.904
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