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Inside this issue:  

I am hoping for cooler 
weather around the corner 
to bring in the Fall Season! 
We have a busy schedule 
for the days ahead. We 
hope everyone will be able 
to attend the Parish Fair in 
Covington with their family 
on the Friday, October 2 
holiday. The Honey Island 
booth displays student 
work from all classes. The 
first nine weeks ends on 
October 8 and students 
have a no school on Fri-
day, October 9. We will 
have our ñBehavior 
CHAMPSò Celebration on 
October 12 and our AR 
Celebration on October 16.  
And, our annual tradition of 
a Story Book Character 
Parade will take place on 
October 30.  

Our Fundraiser ends on 
October 5. Thank you for 
your participation. We look 
forward to using these 
funds to enhance our tech-
nology on campus. Fund-
raiser items will be deliv-
ered in early November. 
Parent volunteers will be 
needed to help unload the 
truck and assist during the 
pick up time. A note will be 
sent home with more infor-
mation at a later date. 

The UNITED WAY cam-
paign began on Septem-
ber 28 and ends on Octo-
ber 12. The contributions 
made by our students will 

go directly to East St. 
Tammany Habitat for Hu-
manity. Our goal is $600 
which is approximately a 
dollar per student. Thank 
you, in advance, for sup-
porting this cause.  

Both Family Reading 
Nights were well attended! 
It is important for parents 
to read with and to their 
children. It is a beautiful 
sight to see parent and 
child bond as they read 
books together.   

100% of our faculty and 
staff members have joined 
PTA. I encourage all par-
ents, grandparents, and 
business owners to join. 
Our students benefit from 
a strong PTA. Thank you 
for the part you play in 
your childôs education.  

October 2009 

2nd:   Parish Fair Day, School Closed 

5th:   District 15 Meeting, Boyet           
 Fundraiser Ends 

6th:   Restaurant Night, Sonic 

8th:   End of First Grading Period 

9th:   1/2 Day of School, Record Day 

14th:  Restaurant Night, Blizzard Beach 

20th:  PTA Board Meeting, 9:30 a.m. 

22nd:  Restaurant Night, Tropical Café 

23rd:  HIE PTA Movie Night 

30th:  Restaurant Night Tropical Café  

A Message From our Ring Leader 

October 2009 

Grab a book and have some fun! 
Ready Reader: Accumulate 5 
points through any combination 
of books read to and read with. 
Independent Reader: Read at 
least 3 books at a 1.2+ book 
level independently, accumulate 
10 points and pass the quizzes. 
Rising Reader: Read at least 3 
books at a 1.6+ book level inde-
pendently, accumulate 10 points 
in independent reading and pass 
the quizzes.  
Super Reader: Read 3 books at 
a 2.0+ book level independently, 
worth 1 point or more each. Ad-
vanced Reader: Read 3 books at 
a 3.0+ book level independently, 
worth 2 points or more each. 
Star Reader: Read 3 books at a 
4.0+ book level independently, 
worth 4 points or more each.  
You can learn more about AR at 
http://ar.renlearn.com.  

Every Day, Every Child Succeeds 

2009-2010 HIE PTA Board  Mark Your  
Calanders! 

The motivational program to 
encourage students to read this 
year is called, "HIE: Learning 
Under The Big Top." Students 
will reach a certain goal for 
certification. They will be  
recognized in the display lo-
cated in the main hallway by 
the library. Students must pass 
the quizzes with at least 80% 
accuracy to count for certifica-
tion.  The students are very 
excited about seeing their 
names on the front wall, so be 
sure to find your childôs name 

when you come to school.   

Accelerated Reader Program 

Principal, Mrs. Smith 

http://ar.renlearn.com
http://ar.renlearn.com


Welcome to fall!  I canôt be-
lieve we have already worked our way 
through two months of school!  It has 
been a very satisfying experience to 
meet the students and parents of 
Honey Island, as well as working with 
the fantastic faculty!  Thank you again 
for the support you give to your stu-
dents and our school.  Here at Honey 
Island, education is truly a team effort. 

A letter was sent out a few weeks ago 
concerning district report card 
changes, but I just want to remind 
parents again of those changes.  
Conduct/Work Habits grades will con-
sist of an ñSò meaning Satisfactory, or 
an ñNò meaning Needs Improvement.   
Another change is that all second 
graders will now receive the letter 
grades of A, B, C, D. or F for Science 
and Social Studies.  In the past, they 
only received E, S, N, or U.  The 

grading scale for those two subjects 
will be the same as for all other sub-
jects.  Additionally, a dash (-) marked 
under a subject or Conduct/Work 
Habits section indicates the need for 
improvement in that area.  Please 
donôt hesitate to call me if you have 
any questions.  

One activity I am very excited about 
and would like to share with you is the 
implementation of our ñPower Hour!ò  
While teacher articulation teams meet 
to collaborate with each other in their 
own ñPower Hour,ò the administrative 
team meets with the students for their 
ñPower Hour!ò  The students have 
participated in many best practice 
activities, including Thinking Maps, 
Go-Charts, Kagan Cooperative Struc-
tures, Morning Messages, CHAMPS 
Expectations, and Science Inquiry.  
As the administrative team plans for 
these student ñPower Hourò lessons, 
we want to make sure our students 
are engaged  

Vice Principal Spotlight  
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exchange our classesô stuffed animal 
ñGatorò and a lot of  information about 
Louisiana with four other classes around 
the US.  We look forward to getting a box 
from another class from far away, with 
their classroom buddy, and lots of infor-
mation about them and their state real 

soon.   

Our Literacy Work Stations are the highlight of 
our day.  The students are practicing skills 
learned in class and reflecting on what they 
are learning.  We are currently incorporating 

Math Work Stations into our daily routine.  

The Bee Mart has opened in room 200.  The 
students are participating in an interactive 
grocery store during math.  They are learning 

to estimate costs and make change.   

In Social Studies the students are learning to 
work in cooperative groups to create large 
scale maps and murals. Writing skills are im-
proving as the students are learning how to 
use Thinking Maps to organize their thoughts 

and ideas.  

The ñInternet Generationò is hard at work in 
Mrs. McGeeôs room. The level of enthusi-
asm for technology is amazing to 
watch.   At computer lab, the students have 
composed ñAll About Meò PowerPoints that 
incorporate pictures, sounds, custom an-
imations, and slide transitions.  We have 
produced our first movie, The Strongest 
One, with our new Flip camera.  The stu-
dents are creating AR commercials with 
Avatars on our web camera to encourage 

other students to reach their goals.   

Third Grade,  Whatõs all the Buzz About? 
Mrs. McGeeõs Flying Trapeze Artists 

predicates and how to write complete sen-
tences. In math we have learned some strate-
gies to use when doing addition and subtrac-
tion.  Some of these are counting on, doubles 
facts, doubles plus one, fact families, and 
making a ten.   We are learning to follow 
Champs expectations all around school to 
earn those CHAMPOôs.   We love the re-

wards! 

Something special we are looking forward to 
is sending off our Classroom Buddy box.  We 
have signed up with a group of other class-
rooms from all around the United States to 

The news from Mrs. Franzoôs class is 
that we are excited to be rolling along 
through the beginning of second grade.  We 
start each day with Morning Meeting.  There 
we get to share our news with our new 
friends and participate in some fun activities.   
We have learned how to test on our A.R. 
books.   Now we are working hard to make 
our goals for this 9 weeks so we can all go 
to the AR celebration in October.  Some of 
us have even made our goals already!  We 
have been learning about subjects and 

During Arts and Crafts time the students 
are learning how to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle.  They are making bowls for Hal-
loween from recycled paper.  Our class 
will sponsor the ñGlue Crewò at HIE.  The 
Glue Crew collects and recycles empty 
glue stick and glue bottles. Look for our 
commercials on HIE announcements and 
our recycling bin located between the 200 
and 300 hall.  Our class has a grant pend-
ing with Sonicôs Limeades for Learn-
ing.  Please visit Sonic and purchase a 
drink and save the label for our 
class.  The grant will provide material for 

Literacy Work Stations.   

Hey Second Grade! Whatõs the Buzz? 

our students are engaged in 
meaningful learning and that we 
reinforce what is already happen-
ing in the classroom.  Our fantastic 
group of Paraprofessionals helps 
us to facilitate the student activi-
ties, and we appreciate the hard 
work and effort they have put into 
ñPower Hour.ò  Mrs. Saunier has 
placed a Power Hour link on our 
school website, and from time to 
time, we will post lessons, activi-
ties, and student work on the site.  
Please make sure to click on the 
link to see what we have been 
doing lately in Power Hour! 

We have several exciting activities 
coming up this month, including 
our first A.R. Celebration and our 
Storybook Parade. Please keep 
an eye out for information on up-
coming events.  Hopefully, the fall 
weather will arrive soon, so enjoy 
those cool ñfootball weatherò days.  
Have a fantastic Month!   

Happy  

Halloween!  
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Come one, come all, to see our circus su-
perstars at their best!  From our dare defy-
ing high flyers and the fabulous circus ani-
mals to the satisfying vendors, this group of 
third grade teachers is sure to perform mind
-blowing feats to educate students.  Mrs. 
Sprung, Mrs. Buchanan, Mrs. VanGeffen, 
and Mrs. Varnado work like ring masters in 
the classroom.  Mrs. Buchanan is a Big 
Time LSU fan!  She loves all LSU 
sports.  Mrs. VanGeffen loves to dance and 
is our graceful ballerina.  Mrs. Sprung loves 
the fall season, especially since her daugh-
ter has a November birthday.  Mrs. Varnado 
loves reality TV and will be sure not to miss 
any episodes of Big Brother, Survivor, 
Dancing with the Stars, and American Idol. 
Ladies, we think you are just (squirt, squirt, 

squirt) Fantastic! 

ARTIC Team Spotlightõs 

Be sure not to miss the HIE booth at the parish 
fair on October 2nd! The students are working 
hard on our theme: Growing By the Swampé
Clean & Green!  A big THANK YOU to all the 
students for their hard work and to Mrs. 
Shurlds and Colgin for collecting and display-
ing the work. You guys are GREAT, GREAT, 

GREAT! 

Our DIBELS Assessments are complete, 
and we will begin to progress monitor 
students from September 28th ï October 
5th.  Please keep in mind that reading is 
not only literally reading the words in a 
book.  It also incorporates comprehen-
sion, which means remembering what 
you read.  When your child reads a book, 
magazine article, ect, be sure to ask 
questions about the story to insure that 
they understand what happened.  A few 

simple questions such as: 

¶ What happened at the beginning, 

middle, and/or end of the story? 

¶ Who was the main character in the 

story? 

¶ What was the problem in the story? 

¶ Why did you like (dislike) the story? 

DIBELS Corner 

The Main Stage (programs) 

Honey Island Elementary presents the ñsmall 
but effectiveò Artic team of Mrs. Randall, Mrs. 
Buras, and Mrs. Oster.  This group of Big Top 
Buddies brings learning to new heights!  Mrs. 
Oster loves books and considers reading her 
hobby.  Mrs. Buras (AKA: Soccer Mom) enjoys 
the extra curricular activities that her children 
are involved in. Mrs. Randall has three grand-
children and spends all her extra time with 
them.  She also loves the Crossonic 
BLT!  Girls, we think you are (Click, Click, 

It is important for all organizations 
to grow! We have facilitated multi-
ple opportunities for our staff to 
communicate with their colleagues. 
The purpose of each facet is to look 
at what we are doing and how we 
are doing it. Then we ask ñIs it 
working?ò and ñIs it best for our 
students?ò and ñWould something 
else be better?ò 

¶ Articulation Teams ï Small 

groups of teachers in the same 
grade level share common planning 
time while their students are at 
elective classes. Each day, teams 
have an opportunity to collaborate 
with one another. 

¶ Power Hour Teams ï While 

students are at their Power Hour, 
teacher teams meet to develop en-

riched lessons and increase ef-
fective teaching strategies. 

Whole Faculty Study Groups ï 
Cross-grade level teams meet once 
a month to reflect upon student 
learning. The WOW Design is be-
ing discussed through a book 
study. 

We want to strive to meet our Mis-
sion Statement ï ñHoney Island, 
where Every day, Every Child Suc-
ceeds.ò 

How Honey Island Elementary School is Becoming A Professional Earning Community 

End of the Day Check-Outs 
If your child has an afternoon ap-
pointment, please plan to check 
them out before 3:15. This will 
help us safely dismiss out stu-
dents in the afternoon.  
Thank you, Mrs. Smith  
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They are learning an important 
skill while having fun help-
ing. Simple tips and steps: 
1.  Sort  the labels by:  

a. Box Tops 

b. Labels for Education  (1 point 
labels should be separate from 5 
point labels) 

c. A+Tyson 

d. Community Coffee 

 

 

 

2.  Count the labels once they are 
sorted. Place in baggies or enve-
lopes with total written clearly on 
the outside.. Tip: It may be easier 
for the students to count and 
place in groups of 10.  Then they 
can add the groups of 10 
get a total.  

3.  Group  or bundle Box Tops 
(only) in groups of 50.  

Interested in helping count the 
labels that are not counted by the 
above suggestions? Please con-
tact Rami Parker at 985-290-3668 
or ramiparker@yahoo.com for more 
information.  This is a great way 
to volunteer from home and to 
help the school earn cash.  

¶ Please remember to shop, 
clip, and send in Box Tops, La-
bels for Education, A+Tyson 
labels, and Community Coffee 

labels .  

¶ Here are some fun ways to 
help count the labels from home 
and to keep the la-
bels organized.  The following 
links provide printable work-
sheets for you to print and put in 
a handy place such as your re-
frigerator.  Each time you clip 
a label or box top, simply tape it 
to the worksheet.  Once the 
worksheet is full, your child can 
turn it in to his/her teacher.   The 
students who turns in at least 
one completed worksheet will 
have their name entered in a 
drawing for a free book  give 
away each month starting with 
this month's collection.  Each 
worksheet qualifies for an entry. 
Remember to fill out your child's 
name on each worksheet. Links: 

1.  Labels for Education:http://
www.labelsforeducation.com/
printable-resources.aspx 

2.  Box Tops:http://
www.boxtops4education.com/
earn/clip/Projects.aspx 
 

¶  Another way to help and to 

take advantage of enhancing 
your child's math skills is by en-
couraging your child to sort, 
count and group the labels. 

Labels for EducationñCollection Date:  October 29, 2009 

Read Details for a Chance to Win a FREE Book! 

Fish Philosophy 

Be There 

Make There Day 

Choose Your Attitude 

Have Fun! 

Please remind your children to write their first and 
last name on their Buzz Bucks so they will be eligible 
for the end of the nine weeks big drawing. 

Thanks, 
Honey Hive Committee 
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