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Thank you students and 
parents for a SUCCESS-
FUL job with our Fall 
Fundraiser! We earned 
over $16,000. That is a 
lot of cookie dough, 
cheesecakes, and piz-
zas! These proceeds will 
be used for technology 
enhancement. We have 
16 students who will par-
ticipate in the Limo Ride 
and Lunch with the Prin-
cipals! Parent Volunteers 
will be needed at noon 
on Thursday, November 
12 to unload the truck. 
Please call the office if 
you can help.  

Our faculty members 
continue to be engaged 
learners. In Whole Fac-
ulty Study Groups, we 
are reading and discuss-
ing Working on the Work 
by Phillip C. Schlechty. 
This book is guiding us to 
reflect on the work we 
design for our students. 
We are also participating 
in discussions on Black-
board. This venue allows 
for collaboration with our 
colleagues.    

Our annual Food Drive 
will be November 9-17. 
This is a great way to 
practice FISH! with your 
child. When we give to 

others we are actually 
ñBeing There!ò 
ñChoosing Our Atti-
tudes!ò ñMaking Some-
oneôs Day!ò and ñHaving 
Fun!ò We will celebrate 
FISH Week this month. 
Look for a special flyer 
with FISH information.  

You are always wel-
comed to come by and 
have lunch with your 
child, volunteer in your 
childôs classroom, or 
meet with me. Our web-
site - http://
honeyislandelemen-
tary.stpsb.org/ - is a 
great way to keep in-
formed. Your support 
helps make Honey Is-
land the school where 
Every Day, Every Child 
Succeeds!  

November 2009 

2nd:   New Orleans Saints Day 

3rd:   Restaurant Night, Sonic 

7th:   Clean-Up Day 9a.m.ñNoon 

9th-17th:   Canned Food Drive! 

11th:   Veteranõs Day Program: Parentõs 
Program,  7:00 p.m. 3rd grade, 9:45 
a.m., 2nd grade, 10:30 a.m. 

11th:  Restaurant Night, Blizzard Beach 

12th:  Fundraiser Pickð Up 4-6:30 

12th:  Interim Reports go home 

16th:  PTA Reflections Due 

16thñ20th:  FISH Week! 

17th:  PTA Board Meeting 9:30 a.m. 

18th:  Fundraiser Limo Ride & Lunch 
with the Principals 

19th:  McDonaldõs Night 

23rd-27th:  Thanksgiving Holidays!!!  

**Special thanks to Mr. John Maracich 
of Expo Signs for graciously donating 
the Tropical Smoothie Cafe signs for 
restaurant night 

A Message From our Ring Leader 

November 2009 

Every Day, Every Child Succeeds 

2009-2010 HIE PTA Board  Mark Your  
Calanders! Principal, Mrs. Smith 

http://www.stpsb.org 



Our cool weather has finally arrived!  
Along with the weather, there has been 
much excitement here at Honey Island.  In 
October, our students and staff celebrated 
our first Behavior Champs Reward Day, 
the First Nine Weeks Accelerated Reader 
Reward, Red Ribbon Week, and the an-
nual Storybook Character Parade! Faculty 
and staff also participated in their own 
incentive activities, including ñYou Got 
Booed!ò and the ñBeast of a Feast.ò  We 
thank our PTA for helping so much with all 
of our activities.  Here at Honey Island, 
education is truly a community-wide effort, 
and we appreciate everyoneôs support 
and assistance. 

Also in October, a few members of our 
Positive Behavior Support (PBS) team, 
including our parent member Mrs. Karen 
Groom, attended the second annual PBS 
conference held at the Castine Center in 
Mandeville.  Honey Island was one of the 
districtôs schools showcased for their out-
standing PBS program.  We are very 
proud of our students and the excellent 
behavior they maintain throughout the 
school year.  This allows all of us to focus 
on the job at hand ï educating our stu-
dents!  We know that much of this is pos-
sible through your efforts at home as well.  

 I do want to let you know that there have 
been a few language changes within the 
PBS program.  Our FISH philosophy 
strands ï Be There, Make Their Day, 
Choose Your Attitude, and Have Fun ï 

are our ñschool-wide expectations.ò  Eve-
rything we do at Honey Island is focused 
on the goal of meeting those expecta-
tions.  We would like every child to leave 
Honey Island at the end of third grade 
believing that they can ñbe thereò for oth-
ers, that they want to ñmake someone 
elseôs day,ò that they can react to every 
situation by ñchoosing their attitude,ò and 
that they ñhave funò as they grow and 
learn!   We will focus on our school-wide 
expectations during the week of Novem-
ber 16 ï 20 as we celebrate ñFISH Week!ò  
One activity that we will do during the next 
few weeks in conjunction with FISH Week 
is to collect canned goods for needy fami-
lies in our community.  It is our way of 
encouraging our students to ñmake some-
one elseôs day.ò  You will soon get a list of 
all activities for FISH Week. 

Something else we will focus on during 
the month of November is bus safety.  
Students will learn about bus safety rules, 
and they will participate in 
Power Hour activities which 
will help them to ñbe thereò 
for their bus drivers.  Bus 
Safety Week will be held 
during the week of Novem-
ber 2-6.  

As we approach the Thanksgiving holi-
days, I just want to say how thankful I am 
to be living in Slidell, Louisiana and work-
ing at Honey Island Elementary.  It is such 
a wonderful community!  Please take the 
time this holiday season to reflect on all 
the wonderful things you are thankful for.  
Have ñthankfulò discussions with your 

Vice Principal Spotlight  
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In our class, we are excited to have the 
fall season upon us!  We continue to 
explore and study the world around us 
and we are learning to use strategies 
for solving math and real life problems.  
We are focusing on apprehending 
knowledge about communities and how 
they function in our state and our coun-
try.  We have begun to study  the proc-
ess of  understanding animal and plant 
life,.  We have explored their life cycles, 
through technology and real life experi-
ences.  We are taking a closer look at 
matter and how to  identify the basic 
three forms and their properties.  We 
will culminate our unit on matter with a 
series of  engaging lessons, that will 
conclude with an experiment with 
óoobleckô and an introduction to another 
type of matter.  We are looking forward 
to dressing up as our favorite story 
book character, as we strive daily to 
make our personalized AR goals.  We 
welcome autumn and are looking for-
ward to a wonderful year ahead! 

Second Grade,  Whatõs all the Buzz About? 
Mrs. Bickersõ Autumn Excitement 

children, too!  I know I am very thank-
ful for every student, every parent, 
and every colleague here at Honey 
Island, and I am most thankful for the 
opportunity to touch lives on a daily 
basis!  Enjoy your month of Novem-
ber.  December is just around the cor-
ner!                         

Mrs. Gina Ward 

performance? Visit Home Connect and log 
on with your childôs username and pass-
word at: https://
hosted104.renlearn.com/209121/

HomeConnect/Login.aspx  

You can learn more about the Reading 
Renaissance AR program at http://

ar.renlern.com 

Mrs. Ellis, Reading Coordinator 

Honey Islandôs ñLearning Under the Big Topò 
ended itôs first quarter reading program Octo-
ber 8, 2009.  98% of the student body made 
their goals, resulting in 580 students attending 
the nine weeks celebration.  Students kicked 
up their heels at the ñFancy Feet: Hoedown 
Throwdownò on October 16. A special 
ñThanks!ò to Coach Leake for coordinating the 
eventôs audiovisual materials and line dancing 
activities!  Another round of applause goes to 
our AR Celebration Committee for the ñBehind 

the Scenesò work: Mrs. Mayer, Mrs. Blei, Mrs. 
Faciane, Mrs. Buchanan, Mrs. Petry, Mrs 
Bonner, Mrs. Buras, Mrs. Randall, Mrs. 
Leake, and Mrs. Bickers.  Of course, ñThe 
show could not go onò without our dedicated 
PTA who worked the concessions!  Thanks to 
all of you for putting together a fantastic 
event!  Keep reading with your child!  Each 
student is expected to be earning a minimum 
of 0.5 points a day.  The last day to meet 
student reading goals for the second grading 
period is December 18! Do you want to be 
more involved with your childôs daily reading 

Accelerated ReadingñBuzzworthy News! 

https://hosted104.renlearn.com/209121/HomeConnect/Login.aspx
https://hosted104.renlearn.com/209121/HomeConnect/Login.aspx
https://hosted104.renlearn.com/209121/HomeConnect/Login.aspx
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problems.  R.I.C.E. is an acronym that 
helps students remember the following 
steps: 1.) Restate important information, 
2) Illustrate the concept, 3) Calculate 
using a number sentence, and 4) Ex-
plain your thinking process to justify your 
answer. 

Last but not least, six of Ms. Nelonôs 
students are participating in the new 
pilot program called The Green Scene.  
These students, along with some of Mrs. 
Saunier and Mrs. Batemanôs students 
will gather after school to work on pro-
moting energy conservation awareness 
and litter prevention campaigns.  They 
will work on various beautification pro-
jects around the school campus. And 
most importantly, they will be student 
leaders for getting the message across 
to our community that we want to be 
clean and green. 

encyclopedia pages to extract pertinent 
information by using holiday themed infor-
mational resource packets in Literacy 
Workstations.  

In addition, students learned firsthand 
what it takes to be a childrenôs book au-
thor and illustrator.  They researched ele-
ments of fairy tales to help them create 
their own fairy tales that are complete with 
heroes, villains, and secret ingredients. 
Afterwards, they produced mock manu-
scripts and dummy sketches that were 
peer edited and revised.  Then they typed 
their autobiographies and shipped their 
final manuscripts to the publishing com-
pany for print. They are expecting their 
published fairy tale picture books to arrive 
in early April.   

Throughout Math, Ms. Nelonôs students 
have been using Thinking Maps and 
ñR.I.C.E ïa ïliciousò thinking to solve word 

Our Nutty Buddies werenôt clowning 
around when it came to achieving their AR 
goals. Ms. Nelonôs entire class achieved 
their first nine weeksô AR goals and was 
permitted to investigate that age old circus 
question, ñHow many clowns can actually 
fit in a car?ò  With their clown hats 
adorned and their bright red noses aglow, 
they all piled in to the back of a Toyota 
Tundra to prove they could do anything 
they put their minds to, even in tight situa-
tions.  It will be quite interesting to see 
how the Nutty Buddies will accomplish this 
same feat, when they continue to get big-
ger, but the car size continues to get 
smaller for the upcoming quarterly AR 
periods.  

During the month of October, Ms. Nelonôs 
students enhanced their reading compre-
hension by participating in a strategy 
called Literature Circles.  Students formed 
collaborative groups that maintained the 
various roles of Discussion Director, Con-
nector, Word Detective, and Illustrator 
while they read the chapter book The 
Haunting of Grade Three.  They also prac-
ticed the skill of skimming resources such 
as table of contents, indexes, copyright 
pages, glossaries, website pages, and 
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Hey Third Grade! Whatõs All the Buzz About? 
Ms. Nelonõs Nutty Buddies 

Learning Under the Big Top presents the Third Grade Team of Mrs. 
Saunier, Mrs. Bateman, and Mrs. Leake.  This group of Big Toppers 
are doing an amazing job of having our students soar like acrobats 
and work like lion tamers to master our curriculum.  Mrs. Bateman 
enjoys spending her extra time watching her ñlittle manò (Stephen) 
play baseball and her ñlittle showstopperò (Gabby) dance!  Mrs. 
Saunier loves to spend her weekends shopping and watching foot-
ball!  She is a huge LSU and Saints fan!  Watch out for her in the 
Geaux for Gold shop ;-).Mrs. Leake spends her extra time running 
marathons.  She currently has completed 3 full and 6 half mara-
thons!!!!!  For her latest marathon she was able to shave 3 minutes 
off of her best time.  She completed the 26.2 miles in 5 hours 18 
minutes and 8 seconds. WOW!!!  This Big Top group is Click, Click, 
Click, Looking Good (two thumbs up)! 

ARTIC Team Spotlightõs 

We would like to thank everyone who came out to volun-
teer for the AR Celebration. The kids had a blast and so 

did we. 

Our first movie night was a great success. Once again we 

want to thank everyone who helped. 

Our next PTA meeting will be a General Meeting held on 
November 17 at 9:30 a.m. Please feel free to join us. We 

would love to see you there! 

Be sure to check out the PTA website for upcoming 
events and info. Access to website is available as a link 

on the HIE website homepage. 

As always you can contact the PTA at  
honeyislandpta@yahoo.com 
 
Tricia and Jennifer 

HIE PTA President and Vice-President 

The Buzz from Our PTA President & Vice President  
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Box Top Collection Deadline: 

November 30, 2009 

REGISTER TODAY at www.boxtops4education.com  to help earn 

cash for   HIE.  

1 friend = 5 bonus box tops  

Every person who registers (new members) will earn 5 Box Tops for their school. 
Please visit www.boxtops4education.com  Click the link "POWER of 1" and follow 
instructions to register.    

50 new friends for our school = a chance at 5,000 bonus box tops  

If our school gets 50 or more friends to sign up, it will be entered into a contest for 
a chance to win 5,000 additional Box Tops. See website for official rules.  

Top 10 = 1,000 bonus box tops + $100  

1,000 bonus Box Tops and $100 gift cards will go to the top ten members who get 
the most friends to sign up and become members of Box Tops for Education.  

Once a  member, you may shop Box Tops 4 Education's  Marketplace and Read-
ing Room to earn box tops for our school.  Shop places like Oriental Trading and 
Barnes&Noble.    

Please remember to use the collection sheets found on the sites 
www.boxtops4education.com and www.labelsforeducation.com  for a chance to 
win a free book.  Every collection sheet turned in will be an entry for the free book 
drawing.   

Fish Philosophy 

Be There 

Make There Day 

Choose Your Attitude 

Have Fun! 

Happy Holidays! 
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