Poetry Notebook for English 9 

The culmination of the Poetry Unit will be your creation of an 8 ½” 11” poetry notebook that shows your ability to analyze poems for specific elements, as well as your ability to use elements in original poetry.


Have a colorful cover of artwork or construction paper designed to entice your reader to open up your collection. You should include a table of contents with elements of poetry, titles, authors, and the page numbers of each poem listed. 
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From sources other than the poems we have studied in class, you are to collect published poems AND then create original poems, > 10 lines that show the following devices of poetry:  
CHOOSE 4 DEVICES—

1. IMAGERY – This example must contain imagery that appeals to 3 different senses.
            Professional poem,/Analysis Paragraph/Your own example of IMAGERY

2. METAPHOR

            Professional poem,/Analysis Paragraph /Your own example of EXTENDED METAPHOR

3. SIMILE

            Professional poem,/Analysis Paragraph /Your own example of SIMILE

4. PERSONIFICATION

            Professional poem,/Analysis Paragraph /Your own example of PERSONIFICATION

5. TONE THROUGH DICTION

            Professional poem,/Analysis Paragraph /Your own example of TONE THROUGH DICTION

6. ALLITERATION

            Professional poem,/Analysis Paragraph Your own example of ALLITERATION

7. DRAMATIC POETRY (DIALOUGE/MONOLOGUE)

            Professional poem,/Analysis Paragraph /Your own example of DRAMATIC POETRY
8. ALLUSION
      Professional poem,/Analysis Paragraph /Your own example of ALLUSIONS (Use 2 or more)
9. SYMBOLISM

            Professional poem,/Analysis Paragraph /Your own example of SYMBOLISM

A. Each page should be numbered and headed by the poetic device you have chosen (example of simile, example of metaphor).

B. Skip a line and on the next line give the title and the author of the professional poem.

C. Then, add a copy the professional poem, leaving a wide margin around the poem.

D. USE a HIGHLIGHTER to identify (only) the poetic device in this poem that you are presenting on this page.

E. Write a well-developed paragraph that has a topic sentence,  defines the poetic device you are identifying, explains the device functions in that poem, and  describes the effect of the device on the theme of the poem. Complete the paragraph with a concluding sentence. Every entry (but NOT your originals) will have these paragraphs. 

F. Finally, add your original poem that contains the poetic device you have practiced. Highlight appropriately.
Example analysis paragraph for SIMILE 

Excerpt from “Abandoned Farmhouse” by Ted Kooser

And the child? Its toys are strewn in the yard

like branches after a storm

In Ted Kooser’s poem “Abandoned Farmhouse,” he describes the aftermath of a household that has experienced a traumatic event. He uses the simile, “And the child? Its toys are strewn in the yard/ like branches after a storm” to give his poem extra depth and meaning. A simile is the comparing of two things that are not alike using the word “like” or “as.” By comparing the two things, the poet helps the reader understand a third idea that is not stated. In this poem, the child’s toys are compared to tree branches that have fallen on the ground after a storm. Comparing the toys to the aftermath of a storm leads the reader to a third idea—that the child has also experienced some sort of “storm” in his life. (Thus the reader understands the poem on an additional level than the surface meaning.) The poem suggests the suffering that children are exposed to when their parents are not coping well with life.
Abandoned Farmhouse


Ted Kooser

He was a big man, says the size of his shoes

on a pile of broken dishes by the house;

a tall man too, says the length of the bed

in an upstairs room; and a good, God-fearing man,

5          says the Bible with a broken back

on the floor below a window, bright with sun;

but not a man for farming, say the fields

cluttered with boulders and a leaky barn.

A woman lived with him, says the bedroom wall

10           papered with lilacs and the kitchen shelves

covered with oilcloth, and they had a child

says the sandbox made from a tractor tire.

Money was scarce, say the jars of plum preserves

and canned tomatoes sealed in the cellar-hole, 

15          and the winters cold, say the rags in the window-frames.

It was lonely here, says the narrow country road. 

Something went wrong, says the empty house

in the weed-choked yard. Stones in the fields

say he was not a farmer; the still-sealed jars

20
in the cellar say she left in a nervous haste. 

And the child? Its toys are strewn in the yard

like branches after a storm – a rubber cow,

a rusty tractor and a broken plow,

a doll in overalls. Something went wrong, they say. 

Abandoned Farmhouse



           
Worksheet 1

              Name:

              Period:

1. Where were the shoes?

2. How did they get there?

3. Describe the man.

4. Were these people wealthy? Explain and give examples.

5. What happened to the Bible? Where was it found? How did it get there? Explain.

6. Describe the woman. Where are she and the child? Why do you think this? Why do you think they had to leave?

7. Describe as best you can, what went wrong.  
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