


sample is by measuring the amounts of uranium and lead in the sample. The more leas
there is, the older the fossil.

Figure 17-1. As the horse species
evolved, horses mcreosed in size.
The evolution of single-toed,
hoofed feet enabled horses to run
faster.
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It's a rainy day in the prairie lands of the central United States. A herd of horses is
roaming toward a local stream where they can find fresh drinking water. Their large,
powerful muscles easily carry them across several kilometers of open grassland. Along the
way, they occasionally stop to feed on the grass.

The horses are well suited for this environment. Their hoofed feet allow them to run at
great speeds to protect themselves from predators. The males use their speed and power
to compete with other maIes for territory and mates. The teeth of the horses allow them
to grind up grass.






