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 Welcome to Regents Earth Science!  

It is important that you are in the classroom and ready to start when the period begins. Ready to start means in our seat and QUIET. The period begins when the bell rings. If you have a valid reason for being late you WILL have a pass.  If no pass, then you will lose a Bathroom / Locker Pass… and if it becomes a habit, you will serve detention with me.
If there is anything in class that you do not understand, anything at all, you have got to let me know. Please ask during class or right after class. Don't let it go; the longer you ignore the issue the more confused you will get. This is particularly important in this class because: 

· This is a high school course for high school credit.  
· Students in my Regents Earth Science class should consider a grade less than 85% unacceptable.  
· You should not have to “study every waking minute” to achieve an 85%.  An appropriately placed Regents student should have no trouble at all getting an 85% in my course.  IF, your are working hard and still not being successful… we’ll need to talk about your placement.
· At the end of this course you will be taking an exam produced by the NY State Board of Regents and given to all students taking this course across the state ~ the dreaded REGENTS EXAM.

· The grades you receive during the year and on the Regents exam will be part of your high school record.

· Because of the significance of the class to your future you will not have the leeway that you might have in a regular eighth grade course.

Homework is assigned to:

· preview, add to, or review materials presented in class. 

· complete the laboratory write-ups and questions started in class. 

Assignments must be completed on time if you are to be successful in this class. The assignments will be checked by either my (our) grading of the assignment OR a quiz on the material OR both.  YOU are responsible for all work assigned in class even if you are not in class. This is especially true if you are not in class due to a field trip or music lessons. If you are to miss class due to lessons it is your responsibility to get any assignments or sheets prior to leaving for lessons. If you miss class for some other reason you should find out what the class covered from one of your classmates. You could also check the TEACHERWEB page at http://teacherweb.com/NY/Arlington/ScottKuster/newsflash.aspx  You must carry your notebook to and from home.  If class is missed for some reason other than lessons or a field trip I can't expect you to do work sheets that you did not receive and there may be some special individual circumstances where the work may be late. 

However, for the most part, the work is due when I say so and excuses are not accepted.

 The homework in this class will quite often be completing lab work or reading and taking notes on the reading. Do the reading assignments the same way you would do if you were studying for a quiz. If the answers to the questions at the end of the reading assignment do not come to mind easily, then, you need to reread it.  

I will be spending a lot of time in class talking to the students about study methods, hints, tricks of the trade, etc.  Hopefully, by the end of the year you will feel very comfortable walking into any classroom confident in your ability to work through the content of the course.

 Quizzes may or may not be announced. Check if there was a quiz after returning from an absence. If the quiz was unannounced you may take it if you wish but it will not count against your grade if you choose not to take the quiz. All tests and announced quizzes must be taken on the first day you return from an absence. 

You will find that I use old Regent's questions for tests. This is to familiarize you with the way the questions are worded and the general style in which the Regent's presents questions.  Yes, the old questions are available to you...they are on the INTERNET...I will explain in class how to find them...basically GOOGLE ~ NYS REGENTS EXAM LIBRARY...you can find any exam in any course…  

So, can you see the questions ahead of time?  Yes.  Good luck trying to pick the same ones that you will see on your exams!

 If we are to cover all of the material that we must in an appropriate fashion we will have to use all of the time that we have available. Past experience has shown that we will be covering new material close to the Regent's Exam and we review after school and during school time that we both have free (possibly lunch periods). This means that attendance during class time and lab time is VERY important. If school is in session you should be in class or lab unless you are physically too ill to attend. 
Please try and schedule appointments etc. at times that will not conflict with your classes and labs.

 This course has a state mandated laboratory requirement. All labs must be complete and correct and kept on file. If your lab file does not contain all of the labs that were carried out as part of the course YOU WELL NOT BE PERMITTED TO TAKE THE EARTH SCIENCE REGENTS EXAMINATION IN JUNE. I will keep your lab work file in the classroom. Do not remove any material from any of these files, even your own file, with out first getting permission from me. Labs will be done at times appropriate to the curriculum, not just during the period designated as a laboratory period on your schedule. If you are ill or have lessons and miss any class or lab period you must check to see if a lab exercise was done in your absence. 
If you are absent from a lab for any reason you MUST make arrangements with me to make up that lab. All labs that you do in class must have a write up in your folder. This is true even for a lab that you would receive and "Less than 50" ~ LF ~ due to lateness.
If your grades are not where you think they should be or if you are lost in the class work SEE ME to make arrangements for extra help. We should be able to set up a time that is good for both of us. Don't let things slide! 

Extra help is either after school (Monday in the fall ~ 2:15-3:30)  by appointment or during my lunch. 

A note on note taking: The time when your notes were made up only of information the teacher put on the board for you to copy is behind you. If some bit of information is important it belongs in your notes even it is not written on the board.  There are ways to tell if something is important.  For example when something is repeated a number of times or it follows “You should know….” or “You are responsible for…” or “This is important” it is information that should be included in your notes. If you are having trouble figuring out what is important you must ask me! 

You will find that when I ask you to do, or not to do something, I usually give an explanation. This is because I feel it is important for a person to know the reason why something must be done. Please keep in mind that I'm providing an explanation as a courtesy, NOT as an opportunity for you to agree or disagree during class time. If at any time you feel that I have treated you unjustly come in after class or after school and talk to me about it. This includes both problems with grades or disciplinary actions. Don't take it upon yourself to not do something because you think I was wrong or unfair; it will only make matters worse. And even if some of your classmates are be interested in YOUR problem don't try to take class time to discuss YOUR problem; doing so may jeopardize your right to discuss it at all. 

The internet has all of the information you will need to preview, study, and prepare for exams.  Some especially useful links are included below:

www.learnearthscience.com  ~ Learn Earth Science ~ Excellent!  We will be using the notes, vocabulary, and you should use the TEST / QUIZ review features…
http://www.eram.k12.ny.us/education/staff/staff.php?sectionid=2149 ~ C. Burrows website…excellent

http://www.classzone.com/books/earth_science/terc/navigation/home.cfm This site is produced by your TEXTBOOK publisher… we will be doing many of the INVESTIGATIONS.

http://www.nysedregents.org/EarthScience  ~ Regents exam library... all of the questions and answers of all of the Regents exams given by NYS.  You can use this to study other subjects, too!
If you have any questions about anything mentioned above, or anything concerning this course, please make sure you ask me.
Parents:  Please sign the acknowledgement below:
Mr. Kuster, we have reviewed the Regents Earth Science guide together.

Parent’s printed name:  _______________________________________________

Parent’s signature:  __________________________________________________
Student’s printed name:  ______________________________________________

Student’s signature:  _________________________________________________

If you have any comments, feel free to write them below… or send me an email… skuster@acsdny.org 

