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Dear Administrators and Teachers,  
����
It is hard to believe that we are once again at the beginning of a new school year—a year that holds promise 
and hope, challenge and change, faith and focus.   
 
We begin the new year with the promise that the Master Teacher will be at our side as long as we remain at His 
side on both good days and bad.  We could hope for nothing better than to be given the opportunity once again 
to teach young souls to follow in His path.  What an awesome task this is! 
 
This is certain to be a year of challenge and change.  We begin the year with many challenges.  We may not 
have all the textbooks we need to begin the year with since the state has not yet passed the budget.   We may not 
have all the students that we would like to have filling the desks in our classrooms because of hard economic 
times.  We may not have the most amenable students or parents to work with.  But, as difficult as it may seem, 
these challenges can be the impetus for change.  In the absence of textbooks, life experience and 
resourcefulness become our teaching tools, and we become better teachers.  Although we may not have all the 
students we’d like to have, we shape the ones we have into good Christians who can make a difference in our 
troubled world.  Too, as we face the challenge of difficult students and parents in a Christ-like manner, we can 
change ourselves into more caring and compassionate people. 
 
We can look forward during this 2009-2010 school year to opportunities to express our  faith and focus  those 
things that are essential. One of the primary goals of our strategic plan calls us to strengthen our own faith 
through full participation in the Church.  How true it is that we can not give to our students what we do not 
have ourselves.  Modeling is the best example. 
 
 As in the past, the C and I Update will be posted on the Curriculum website (URL is in header above.). This 
year I will be adding information and articles prepared by our Curriculum Committees.  This month articles 
from the Religion and World Languages committees are included.  I am grateful to  Ann Menna  for the article 
on the Year of the Priest and to Nancy Matteo for her guidance in world languages.  I will continue to respond 
to questions I receive about Act 48 and Coursewhere on these pages. 
 
May the beginning days of this new school year be filled with many blessings. 
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The “Ten Commandments” for 
participation in Staff Development 

Programs. 
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improve your teaching and student 
learning—not because you are getting 
“hours.”�
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Religion Coordinators’ meetings 
 
As the new school year quickly approaches, 
please mark your calendars with the 
Religion Coordinators Meetings. 
 
��� �  Fall Meeting 
 The Fall Meeting will have two focuses: 
    – The Role of the Religion Coordinator 
in the Catholic School 
             – Developing and Using Quality 
Assessments for the Religion Curriculum  
 
The Fall Meeting is scheduled for three 
different sites and on three separate dates 
from 1-3PM. 
�  Monday, November 2, 2009- St. Matthew 
Parish Auditorium, Philadelphia 
�  Tuesday, November 3, 2009– Our Lady of 
Victory Parish, East Norriton 
�  Wednesday, November 4, 2009– Villa 
Maria Academy, Immaculata 
 
 
These meetings will be posted on 
Coursewhere a month prior to the 
session.  Please register on 
Coursewhere.  
 
��� �  Spring Meeting  
 A Spring Meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, March 23, 2010 from 1-3pm at the 
Shrine of the Miraculous Medal, 
Philadelphia. Complete information will 
follow in the New Year. 
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World languages should be introduced as 
early as possible, preferably at the 
preschool level.  Research has proven that 
language acquisition takes place at a very 
young age.  Many schools try to implement 
a world language program in the upper 
grades to facilitate their students’ transition 
into high school.  Very rarely do the 
students advance to an upper level world 
languages program once they enter higher 
education.  

Once a program has been introduced at 
the preschool level, it should be built upon 
every year.  Successful world language 
programs consist of speaking, listening, 
reading, writing and culture .  Younger 
students are wonderful mimics and are not 
adverse to adopting an accent.  Once they 
get into a habit of parroting an accent, for 
the most part, they continue throughout 
their world languages education.  Upper 
level students, whether due to peer 
pressure, lack of motivation or 
developmental levels, will rarely adopt an 
accent.   
  
There are several programs available that 
enable a classroom teacher, who is not 
educated in a world language, to teach the 
chosen language.  Two such programs 
are:  Español Para Ti and the Muzzy 
program.  Both can be readily found via a 
web search.  Both programs are more 
affordable than hiring a full or part-time 
world languages teacher.  Some schools 
have implemented Rosetta Stone.  Since 
this is not an interactive program and is 
solely computer driven, it is only 
recommended for sixth grade and up.  
Some principals have ingeniously elicited 
the Sons of Italy to teach Italian to their 
students at no cost to the school! 
  

In order to incorporate world languages 
into a curriculum, it is recommended that 
time be allocated during the school day, as 
opposed to before or after school.  There 
is usually enough time in preschool 
through fourth grade.  Departmentalized 
grades and fifth grade and up are usually 
more difficult to schedule.  Some schools 
have become creative by increasing their 
school day by ten minutes – sometimes 
five minutes in the morning and five in the 
afternoon, other times all ten minutes in 
the morning or the afternoon. 
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Instructions were sent to all honors math 
schools in June regarding the registration 
for this year’s Acuity program.  Registration 
should be complete by the end of 
September.  A meeting for assistance with 
this program is being planned and 
information will be sent out in the near 
future.   
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We are beginning the school year 2009-2010 with fewer than six schools that have 
not been accredited by the Middle States Association or that have not begun the 
accreditation process.  This is a credit to the efforts and organization  of so many who  
have engaged in this important work. 

Schools currently working on certification received notice of a meeting with Middle 
States representatives on September 24 at Carroll.  If you did not receive the notice 
and are at an active stage of the process, please check with Sr. Edward.  Any of the 
schools not yet a part of Middle States Accreditation can also contact us for more 
information. 

Any school scheduled for a visiting team during the 2009-2010 school year should 
send the dates of your team visit to Sr. Edward by September 30 so that we can 
arrange for representative from OCE to be present. 
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