Teacher’s Note: Connecting device to meaning will account for 30 points of the individual grade in an upcoming project.  These points will be determined by the degree of success the connection would warrant on the AP 9-point scale for essays.  In an effort to help you succeed, I collected several student samples and created scoring comments regarding necessary revisions.

From “Memories of Dating” by Dave Barry




           
         Analogy
“So the first rule of dating is: never risk direct contact with the girl in question. Your role model should be the nuclear submarine gliding silently beneath the ocean’s surface, tracking an enemy target that does not even begin to suspect that the submarine would like to date it. I spent the vast majority of 1960 keeping a girl named Judy under surveillance, maintaining a minimum distance of fifty lockers to avoid the danger that I might somehow get into a conversation with her, which would have led to disaster.”
Reminder – Every connection of device to meaning should include carefully-chosen, effectively-interwoven cited text.  To discuss an author’s language, you must include it!

	Lower-Scoring Student Samples

	     Most people can relate to how it would feel1 to like someone without them him/her knowing.  The audience should understand that he really liked her but was too nervous to ask her out.  It gives you a new perspective2 of what the nervous situation would have been like.  The personification of the submarine makes the situation humorous3.

Score: 2
	No specific text is offered; the author is never mentioned by name.

All commentary is extremely broad – little sense of context.

1. Beware phrases beginning with “how,” “what,” or “why.” The feeling, in this case, has not been identified.

2. This is a very empty phrase – “new” could mean almost anything.

3. How?  Why?

	      In “Memories of Dating” by Dave Barry, his experience with trying to meet the girl he likes is compared with a nuclear submarine.  This is a humorous comparison because of the way Barry states it1.  He uses sarcasm2 to explain the situation, and the analogy fits because both involve stalking something and not coming in close contact with it.  This analogy is significant because it helps to establish the carefree and nonchalant tone3 of the essay.  It does this by putting his own issues in the open for the readers to laugh at.

Score: 4-5
	1. Phrases beginning with “the way” are also problematic.  No style or “way” has been identified, resulting in a sentence largely lacking meaning.
2. At what point? How? [This response is also missing cited text.]

The italicized portion is better – a clear designation of common traits.

3. Good word choices – but how?  The bolded phrase in the next sentence is very unclear.


Look on page 2 for more successful responses.

	Higher-Scoring Student Samples                                              

	      The audience might respond to Barry’s analogy of the submarine1.  Barry says he’s a “nuclear submarine,” showing how quiet and inconspicuous2 he’s trying to be to avoid getting the girl’s attention.  He then goes on to say3 how he wants to not let the “enemy target” suspect that he, the “submarine,” wants to date her. This analogy is effective because it makes the reader think of a big submarine being shy, behind an enemy target4.

Score: 5
	This is a good example of a response that could fairly easily be revised into a much more successful response.  In general, explanations are cut short:
1. Why?

2. This phrase unnecessarily begins with the word “how.” However, the words that follow are specific and appropriate.

3. Weak phrase – “say” usually precedes summary – a big NO in analysis.  However, the rest of the sentence provides necessary context.

4. This sentence leaves the reader asking, “So what?”  [The writer should discuss the inappropriateness of a “shy” submarine and a love interest as “an enemy target.] 



	      In Dave Barry’s “Memories of Dating,” the author describes what to imitate1 when trying to get a girlfriend.  He compares it to a submarine.  Some of the similarities are these: (a) silently tracking an unsuspecting host, (b) staying a reasonable distance away from the target to “avoid danger,” and (c) hiding.  The audience can relate to the situation in a non-serious2 manner.  The comparison gives a tone of shyness3, because submarines are not meant to be noticed, and he uses the word “distance” to make him sound emotionally detached – making the comparison slightly humorous.

Score: 6
	1. Though the response improves in the next sentence, this is another example of an empty “what” phrase.  The response would improve if sentences 1-2 were combined, eliminating the unclear “it.”

The italicized sentence is very well-done.

2. Poor word choice – and, why?

3. Though shyness is communicated, “shy” is inappropriate for tone in this piece.  [The author’s tone toward his subject is shy?]

This final italicized commentary is specific and appropriate – but the writer has not yet identified the absurdity (in context) of attempting to escape notice and in appearing emotionally detached.


Final note: None of these first-draft responses would warrant a score in the top third of the AP scale (the 7-9). This simply emphasizes the need for careful selection and revision.
