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second as you sail from Spain toward India and which a tribe inhabits that
is held by its neighbors to be extremely savage. These feed on human flesh.
The aforesaid have many kinds of galleys in which they cross to all the
Indian islands, rob, and steal all they can. . . .

Finally, to compress into a few words the advantage and profit of our
journey hence and our speedy return, 1 make this promise, that supported
by only small aid from them I will give our invincible sovereigns as much
gold as they need, as much spices, cotton, and the mastic, which is found
only in Chios, as much of the wood of the aloe, as many slaves to serve
as sailors as their Majesties wish to demand: furthermore, rhubarb and
other kinds of spices which I suppose those whom I left in the before-
mentioned fort have already discovered and will discover, since indeed I
lingered nowhere longer than the winds compelled, except at the village
of Navidad while I took care to establish the fort and to make all safe.
Though these things are great and unheard of, nevertheless they would
have been much greater If the ships had served me as they reasonably
should.

Indeed this outcome was manifold and marvelous, and fitting not to
my own claims to merit, but rather to the holy Christian faith and the piety
and religion of our sovereigns . . . for we have succeeded in that to which
hitherto mortal powers have In no wise attained. For if others have written
or spoken of these islands, they have all done so by indirection and guesses;
no one claims to have seen them, whence it seemed to be almost a fable. : ' -
Therefore let the King and Queen, the Prince, their happy realms, and all
other provinces of Christendom give thanks. . . . As these things were done,
so have they been briefly narrated. Farewell.

Lisbon, the day before the Ides of March.

Christopher Columbus
Admiral of the Ocean Fleet!
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