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admirable account of each detail; but they have never seen men wearing 
clothes, or ships of this sort. As soon as I came to that sea I forcibly seized 
some Indians from the first island, so that they might learn from us and 
similarly teach us the things of which they had knowledge in those parts; 
and it came out just as I had hoped ; for we quickly taught them. and then 
they us. by gestures and signs; finally they understood by means of words, 
and it paid us well to have them. The ones who now go with me persist 
in the belief that I leaped down out of the skies, although they have 
associated with us for a long time and are still doing so today.... 

Each island possesses many canoes of solid wood. and though they 
are narrow, nevertheless in length and shape they are like our double­
banked galleys. but faster. They are steered with oars alone. Some of these 
are large. some small . some of medium s ize; a considerable number how­
ever are larger than the galley which is rowed by eighteen benches, With 
these they cross to all the islands. which are innumerable and with them 
they ply their trade, and commerce is carried out between them. I saw some 
of these galleys or canoes which carried seventy or eighty oarsmen. . . . 

The circumference of Hispaniola, indeed, is more than all Spain from 
Catalonia to Fuenterrabia. And this is easily proved by this fact, that the 
one of its four sides which I myself traversed on ' a straight course from 
west to east measures 540 miles. We should seek possession of this island 
and once gained it is not to be thrown away; for although. as I said, I 
formally took possession of all the others in the hame of our invincible Klng 
and their sovereignty is 'entirely committed to that said King . nevertheless 
'In this ' is lan d I took possession in a special way -of a certain large village 
in a more favorable situation. suitable for all 'sor ts of gain and trade, to 
which I gave the name Navldad del Senor: and I gave orders to erect a fort 
there at once. This should by now be built. and in it I left behind the men 
who seemed necessary with all kinds of arms and sultable food for more 
than a year, furthermore, one caravel. and for the construction of others 
men skilled in this art as well as in others: and, besides, an unbelievable 
good will and friendship on the part of the king of that island toward the 
men, For all those peoples are so gentle and kind that the aforesaid king 
took pride in my being called his brother. Even if they should change their 
minds and want to injure the men who stayed in the fort they cannot. since 
they have no arms. go naked . and are extremely timid; and so if our men 

, only hold. the said fort they can hold the whole island. with no hazard on 
the part of the people to threaten them as long as they do not depart from 
th e laws and government which I gave them, 

In all those islands. as I understood it, each man is content with only 
one wife. except the princes or kings. who may have twenty. The women 
seem to do more work than the men. I could not clearly make out whether 
they have private property, for I noted that what an individual had he 
shared with others. especially food. meats. and the like. I did not find any 
monsters among them. as many expected, but men of great dignity and 
kindliness. Nor are they black. like the Negroes: they have long. straight 
hair; they do not live where the heat of the sun's rays shines forth; for 
the strength of the sun is very great here. since apparently it is only twenty­
sL'C degrees from th e equator. On the mountain peaks extreme cold reigns. 
but this the Indians mitigate both by being used to the region and by the 
aid of very hot foods upon which they dine often and luxuriously. 

And so I did not see any monsters. nor do I have knowledge of them 
anywhere with the exception of a certain island called Charts, which is the 
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second as you sail from Spain toward India and which a tribe inhabits th at 
is held by its ne ighbors to be extre mely savage. These feed on human flesh. 
The aforesaid have many kinds of galleys in whi ch they cross to all the 
Indian islands, rob, and s teal all they can, .. , 

Finally . to compress into a few words the advantage and profit of our 
Journey hence and our speedy return, I make this promise, that supported 
by on ly small aid from them I wlIl give our lnvtnctble sovereigns as much 
gold as they need, as much s pices , cotton, and the mastic. which is found 
only In Chios, as much of the wood of th e aloe, as many slaves to serve 
as sailors as their Majesties wish to demand: furthermore, rhubarb and 
other kinds of spices whi ch I suppose those whom I lef t in th e before­
mentioned fort have already discovered and will discover. since Indeed I 
lingered nowhere longer than the winds compelled. except at the Village 
of Navidad while I took care to establish the fort and to make all safe. 
Though these things are great and unheard of, nevertheless they would 
have been much grea ter If t he ships had s erved me as th ey reasonably 
s hou ld . 

Indeed this outcome was manifold and marvelous, and fitting not to 
my own claims to merit, but rather to the holy Christian faith and th e piety 
and religion of our sovereigns . . . for we have succeeded in that to which 
hitherto mortal powers have in no wis e attained. For if others have written 
or spoken of th ese is lands. they have all done so by indirection and gues se s : 
no one claims to have seen them, wh ence it seemed to be almost a fable. 
Th erefore let the King and Queen. the Prince . their happy realms, and all 
other provinces of Ch ris tendom give thanks... . As these things were done. 
so have th ey been briefly n arrated. Farewell. 

Lisbon, the day before the Ides of March. 

Christopher Columbus 

Admiral of the Ocean Fleet 1 

1Frank E. Robbins, trans., Ep istola de lnsu!is Nuper in oestis (Ann Arbor : Univer sity Microfilms, Inc., J966) , 7-18. 
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