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quickly fall to decay so well as it. ... But fewer adventurers here will 
adventure any more till they see the business better established. although 
there be some so willfully improvident they care for nothing but to get 
thither, and then if their friends be dead, or want themselves, they die or 
live but poorly for want of necessaries, and to think the old planters can 
relieve them were too much simplicity: for who here in England is so 
charitable to feed two or three strangers. have they never so much: much 
less in Virginia where they want for themselves. Now the general complaint 
salth, that pride, covetousness, extortion and oppression in a few that 
engross all, then sell all again to the commonality at what rate they please 
(yea even men, women and children for who will give most). occasions no 
small mischief amongst the planters. 

As for the company, or those that do transport them, provided of 
necessaries , God forbid but they should receive their charges again with 
advantages, or that masters there should not have the same privilege over 
their servants as here: but to sell him or her for forty, fifty, or three-score 
pounds, whom the company hath sent over for eight or ten pounds at the 
most. without regard how they shall be maintained with apparel, meat. 
drink, and lodging, is odious. , , , 

Question: How think you It may be rectified? 

Answer: If His Majesty would please to entitle Iresume) it [the Virginia 
colony) to his crown, and yearly that both the governors here and there 
may give their accounts to you. or some that are not engaged in the 
business, that the common stock be not spent in maintaining one hundred 
men for the governor, one hundred for two deputies. fifty for the treasurer. 
five and twenty for the secretary, and more for the marshall and other 
officers who were never there nor adventured anything. , , , 

Also that there be some present course taken to maintain a garrison to 
suppress the savages, till they be able to subsist, and that His Majesty would 
please to remit his custom; or it is to be feared they will lose custom and 
all, for this cannot be done by promises, hopes, counsels and countenances, 
but with sufficient workmen and means to maintain them: not such delin­
quents as here cannot be ruled by all the laws in England. . . . IT)o rectify 
a commonwealth with debauched people is impossible, and no wise man 
would throw himself into such a society. that intends honestly , and knows 
what he undertakes. For there is no country to pillage as the Romans found. 
all you expect from thence must be by labor. , , . 

I more than wonder they have not five hundred savages to work for 
them towards their general maintenance: and as many more to return some 
content and satisfaction to the adventurers, that for all their care, charge 
and diligence, can hear nor see nothing but miserable complaints: therefore 
under your correction to rectify all, [It] is with all expedition to pass the 
authority to them who will relieve them, lest all he consumed ere the 
differences be determined. , , , 

For the patent the King may, if he please, rather take it from them that 
have it. than from us who had it first ; pretending to His Majesty what great 
matters they would do, and how little we did: and for anything I can 
conceive had we remained still as at first, it is not likely we could have 
done much worse; but those oft altering of governments are not without 
much charge, hazard and loss. 
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If I be too plain, I humbly crave your pardon: but you requested me. 
therefore [ do but my duty. For the nobility, who knows not how freely both 
in their purses and asslstances many of them have been to advance It. 
committing the managing of the business to Inferior persons: amongst 
whom questionless [doubtless] also many have done their utmost best. 
sincerely and truly according to their conceit, opinion and understanding: 
yet gross errors have been committed, but no man lives without his fault. 
For my own part, I have so much ado to amend my own, I have no leisure 
to look into any man's particular [fault]. but those lfaultsl tn general I 
conceive to be true. And so I humbly rest. 

Yours to command, 

.Jlohn] Slmith] 
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1. What difficulties do the colonists face? 

2.	 What does Smith see as advantageous about Virginia colonization? 

3.	 What sort of person does Smith see as an ideal colonist? 

4,	 What role does Smith want the English king to play in colonization? 

5.	 What traits that we might consider characteristically American did Smith see as necessary 
for successful colonization? 

6.	 If John Smith were writing "The Ten Commandments of Colonization," what might they be? 
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