
Name _ Date _ 

Coyote and the B~ffalo/Foxand Coyote and Whale (page 39) 

Coyote Stories 

Literary Analysis SkillBuilder 

Trickster Tales 
A folk tale is a story that is handed down, usually by word of mouth, from generation 

to generation. A trickster tale is a folk tale that features a trickster-an animal or a 

person who engages in deceit, violence, or magic. A trickster is full of contradictions. 

A trickster may appear in anyone of three roles: a culture hero, a clever deceiver, 

or a numbskull. Fill in the chart below with examples of each role that Coyote plays 

in these Okanogan trickster tales. 

Clever Deceiver NumbskullCulture Hero 
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Name _ _ ~ ~ _ Date _ 

. 
Song of the Sky Loom (page 33) 
Hunting Song/Dinni-e Sin (page 33) 
........ ..... ........ .... ............. ............ ............. ... ..... ........ ............. ............ .............. .... ................................................... ........... ....
 

Literary Analysis SkiIIBuilder 

Repetition 
Repetition, a feature of these Native American songs, is the recurrence of words, 

phrases, orlines in a piece of literature. The use of repetition helps to reinforce 

important ideas and to create a regular rhythm. Some repetition is incremental; that 

is, the structure of a line or a stanza is repeated a number of times, with a slight 

variation in wording each time. The chart below lists purposes of repetition that may 

be found in Native American songs. List one or two examples of each functi on from 

"Song of the Sky Loom" and "Hunting Song/Dinni-e Sin:' 

Functions of Repetition Examples 

Creates regular rhythm 

Reinforces ideas 

Makes memorable 

Gives power 

Has hypnotic effect 

u 
c 

Qj 
,:;:' 
...J 

OJ 
01 
:J 
o 
Cl 
(J 

~ 

© 
E 
01 

'C 
>. 
a. o 
o 

14 U NIT O NE O RIGINS AN D E NCOUNTERS 


