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Song of the Sky Loom (page 33)
Hunting Song/Dinni-e Sin (page 33)
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Literary Analysis SkillBuilder

Repetition

Repetition, a feature of these Native American songs, is the recurrence of words,
phrases, or lines in a piece of literature. The use of repetition helps to reinforce
important ideas and to create a regular rhythm. Some repetition is incremental; that
is, the structure of a line or a stanza is repeated a number of times, with a slight
variation in wording each time. The chart below lists purposes of repetition that may
be found in Native American songs. List one or two examples of each function from
“Song of the Sky Loom” and “Hunting Song/Dinni-e Sin”

Functions of Repetition Examples

Creates regular rhythm

Reinforces ideas

Makes memorable

Gives power

Has hypnotic effect
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